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THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 6, 2026

I+ PREPARATION -}

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper...The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran
Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only
bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to
strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that
they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and
blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith
which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession
differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to
receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further
study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; | Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual
and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request.

PRELUDE “A Cheerful Trumpet” P. Harris
“Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways”  setting: P. Bouman

WELCOME
Stand
HYMN “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways" LSB 707
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1 Oh, thatthe Lord would guide my ways To keep His stat-utes still!
2 Or - dermy foot-steps by Thy Word And make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sistmy soul, too apt to stray, A strict-er watch to keep;
4 Make me to walk in Thy com-mands—’Tis a de-light- ful road—
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace To know and do His  will!
Let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, But keep my con-science clear.
And should I e’er for - get Thy way, Re-store Thy wan-d’ring sheep.
Nor let my head or heart or hands Of-fend a-gainst my  God.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870
Text and tune: Public domain



INVOCATION

(P

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

[P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

I« SERVICE OF THE WORD -

KYRIE LSB 152
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.

A - men.



THIS IS THE FEAST
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - ln - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - ln - ia.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - €r, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo-ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb__ who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Sianza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
A u Final Refrain — —

This is the feast of

Al-le - ln - ia,

al-le - lu - ia,

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

al -le - lu - ia.

LSB 155



(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P} Let us pray. O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble
servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are
right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

0

A ——T1T—"—"H
Koot
[I) v __
A - men.
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 33:7-9

The Word is read...

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 32:1-7; antiphon: v. 1
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'Blesséd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,*
whose sin is | covered.

?Blesséd is the man against whom the LORD counts no in- | iquity,*
and in whose spirit there is | no deceit.

3For when | kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away*
through my groaning | all day long.



“For day and night your hand was heavy up- | on me;*
my strength was dried up as by the heat of | summer.

>| acknowledged my sin to you,
and | did not cover my in- | iquity;*

| said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin.

*Therefore let everyone who is godly

offer prayer to you at a time when you | may be found;*
surely in the rush of great waters,

they shall not | reach him.
You are a hiding place for me;

you preserve me from | trouble;*

you surround me with shouts of de- | liverance.

THE EPISTLE READING Romans 13:1-10

The Word is read...

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1-20

[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.



Glo - ry to You, O Lord.
The Gospel is read...

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

Sit
HYMN “My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker” LSB 820
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I My soul, now praise your Mak - er! Let all with-in me
2 He of - fers all His trea - sure Of  jus - tice, truth, and
3 For as a ten - der fa -  ther Has pit - y on his
4 His grace re- mains for - ev - er, And chil-dren’s chil - dren
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bless His name Who makes you full par - tak - er Oof
righ - teous-ness, His love be-yond all mea - sure, His
chil - dren here, God in His arms will gath - er All
yet shall prove That God for-sakes them nev - er Who
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mer - cies more than you dare claim. For - get Him not whose
yearn-ing pit - y o’er dis - tress; Nor treats us  as we
who are His in child - like fear. He knows how frail our
in true fear shall seek His love. In heav’n is fixed His
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meek - ness Still bears with all  your sin, Who heals your ev - ’ry
mer - it But sets His an - ger by. The poor and con - trite
pow - ers, Who but from dust are made. We flour-ish like the
dwell - ing, His rule is o - ver all; O  hosts with might ex -
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weak - ness, Re - news your life  with - in; Whose grace and
spir - it Finds His com-pas - sion nigh; And  high as
flow - ers, And € - ven SO we  fade; The wind but
cel - ling, With praise be - fore Him fall. Praise Him for -
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care are end - less And saved you through the past; Who
heav’n a - bove us, As dawn from close of day, So
through them pass - es, And all their bloom is o’er. We
ev - er reign - ing, All you who hear His Word— Our
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leaves no suf - frer friend - less But rights the wronged at last.
far, since He  has loved wus, He puts our sins a - way.
with - er like the grass - es; Our place knows us no more.

life  and all sus - tain - ing. My soul, O praise the Lord!
Text: Johann Gramann, 1487-1541; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

Stand
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

[P} Itis good and right that we should make confession of our sins. The section on
Confession in the Small Catechism informs and directs us with these words, which
summarize it well.

“Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we
receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself,
not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God
in heaven.”

Humble yourselves then before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore His
forgiveness.

O almighty God, merciful Father, |, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to
You all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your present and eternal punishment. By nature, | am a sinful
creature. By thought, word, and deed | have continually transgressed Your



Law. For the sake of the suffering and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be
gracious and merciful to me, a penitent and contrite being. Forgive me all my
sins and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that | may amend my sinful
life.

(P} God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith.

Amen.

[P} Asyou believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
*} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P] Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ and for all people according to

their needs.
Silence for prayer

(P) That the Lord would move us to seek out the lost, address them with the voice of
God's Word, and restore them who receive this warning with penitence, that the
hearts of all once forgiven be moved to forgive one another in Christ's name, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That the church burn with zeal for the lost and for those caught up in heresy, error,
and immorality and learn to rejoice with the angels over every sinner who repents
and is saved, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P] That the Lord of the church well supply His people with faithful pastors and church
workers and that He impart His rich blessing upon those newly ordained and
consecrated and those training up for church work vocations, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

10



>

®

N & ¥ @ &

> @

That the Lord raise up for us good and faithful leaders on every level of
government, bless those who serve with gifts of wisdom and prudence, and protect
and defend all who protect and defend us, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord continue to show mercy to those afflicted in body, mind, or soul;
grant them comfort and aid; and sustain them in this mercy to everlasting life, [and
especially do we pray for. . .], let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord would bless the homes where His people dwell, giving courage and
strength to husbands and wives in the fulfillment of their promises and blessing all
parents with wisdom and grace to attend to the children in their care, let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That we learn gratitude for the manifold and rich gifts that God supplies every day
and that we learn generosity to share with those in need, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That we use our skills and abilities in honest labor and that the work of our hands
be blessed, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord would grant to all who approach this altar with repentant hearts and
faith to receive here the gifts bestowed in this communion of Christ's flesh and
blood, and that the Lord bless us with unity of doctrine and life together, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That the Lord grant us a blameless life and a blessed death, that at the last we be
received into the arms of His mercy, and that the Lord grant His comfort and peace
to the dying and all who grieve, [especially . . ], let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

[P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting

in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

11



Sit

OFFERING
VOLUNTARY “But the Lord Is Mindful of His Own" arr. F. Ritter
Stand
OFFERTORY LSB 159
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
- SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT -
PREFACE LSB 160
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And al - so with you.
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(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:

Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

(P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P

(P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

14



P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

PAX DOMINI LSB 163

[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” LSB 843
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1 “For - give our sins as we for - give,”
2 How can Your par - don reach and  bless
3 In blaz - ing light Your cross re - veals
4 Lord, cleanse the depths with - iIn our souls
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You taught us, Lord, to pray; But You a - lone can
The un - for - giv - ing  heart That broods on wrongs and
The truth we dim -1ly  knew: What triv - ial debts are
And bid re - sent-ment cease; Then, bound to all in
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grant us grace To live the words we say.
will not let Old bit - ter - ness de - part?
owed to us, How great our debt to You!
bonds of love, Our lives will spread Your peace.
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-87, alt.
Tune: A Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony, 1820, Harrisonburg
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811
Tune: Public domain
VOLUNTARY “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive" setting: N. Raabe
Stand
THANK THE LORD LSB 164
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P) Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.

Amen.
HYMN “Children of the Heavenly Father” LSB 725
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1 Chil - dren of the  heav’'n-ly Fa - ther Safe - ly
2 God His own doth tend and nour - ish; In His
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er From the
4 Though He giv - eth or He tak - eth, God His
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in His bos - om gath - er; Nest-ling bird nor star in
ho - ly courts they flour -ish. From all e - vil things He
Lord His chil-dren sev - er; Un - to them His grace He
chil - dren ne’er for - sak - eth; His the lov - ing  pur - pose
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heav - en Such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
spares them; In His might - y arms He  bears them.
show - eth, And their sor - rows all He know - eth.
sole - ly To pre - serve  them  pure and ho - ly.
Text: Caroﬂna Sandell Berg, 183_2—1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Tune: Lofsanger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden
Text: Public domain
Tune: Public domain
Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
[P} Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE “With Might and Majesty"
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