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THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

September 20, 2026 
 

T PREPARATION T 

  

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran 

Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further 

study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual 

and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. 

 

PRELUDE                                            “Allegro di Tromba"                                arr. R. Parks      

                          “Drawn to the Cross, which thou Hast Blessed"   setting AK Organ 

 

WELCOME                                                                                               

 

Stand    

HYMN                         “Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed”                 LSB 560 
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Text: Genevieve M. Irons, 1855–1928 
Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
HOLY BAPTISM ,11AM service, Nathan Alan Williams 
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T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

KYRIE                     LSB 152 
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THIS IS THE FEAST                                                                                             LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
                                                 

 

 
 

P Let us pray.  

 Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything 

we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                           Isaiah 55:6-9 
 

The Word is read… 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                                                              Psalm 27:1-9; antiphon: v. 4a 

 

 1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

 whom | shall I fear?* 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

 of whom shall I | be afraid? 

2When evildoers assail me 

 to eat | up my flesh,* 

my adversaries and foes, 

 it is they who stum- | ble and fall. 

3Though an army encamp against me, 

 my heart | shall not fear;* 

though war arise against me, 

 yet I will be | confident. 

4One thing have I asked of the LORD, 

 that will I seek | after:* 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 

 all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 

 and to inquire in his | temple. 

5For he will hide me in his shelter 

 in the day of | trouble;* 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 

 he will lift me high up- | on a rock. 

6And now my head shall be lifted up 

 above my enemies all around me, 

 and I will offer in his tent 

 sacrifices with | shouts of joy;* 

I will sing and make melody | to the LORD. 
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7Hear, O LORD, when I | cry aloud;* 

 be gracious to me and | answer me! 
8You have said, | “Seek my face.”* 

My heart says to you, 

 “Your face, LORD, | do I seek.” 

 9Hide not your face from me. 

Turn not your servant away in | anger,* 

 O you who have been my help. 

Cast me not off; forsake me not, 

 O God of my sal- | vation! 

 

THE EPISTLE READING                                                              Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 

   

 The Word is read… 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                                                 LSB 156 
                                                                                     

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                           Matthew 20:1-16 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 
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           The Gospel is read… 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

Sit 

HYMN                                   “Lord, ‘Tis Not That I Did Choose Thee”                    LSB 573 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Josiah Conder, 1789–1855, alt. 
Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel, Text and tune: Public domain 
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SERMON 
 

Stand 

HOLY BAPTISM – FIRST 
 

P What is Baptism? 

C  Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s 

command and combined with God’s word. 
  

P Which is that word of God? 

C  Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 

 

HOLY BAPTISM – SECOND 
 

P  What benefits does Baptism give? 

C  It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives 

eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God 

declare. 
  

P  Which are these words and promises of God? 

C  Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” 

(Mark 16:16) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ and for all people according to 

their needs. 
  

P O Lord, Your mercy is beyond our comprehension, and Your generosity is more 

than we can understand. Give us grace that we rejoice to know the abundance of 

Your grace and testify to Your goodness in a world that hopes simply for justice. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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A O Lord, You have planted Your church like a vineyard in this world. Give us grace 

that we bring forth the fruits of Your mercy in our lives and so give honor to Your 

holy name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O Lord, You made all things and order them by Your Word and Your will. Bless our 

president and the members of Congress, our governor and legislature, all civil 

servants, and all justices and magistrates that their labors may honor You and serve 

us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

A O Lord, You created man for woman and woman for man, gave them the gift of 

marriage, and blessed them with children. Sustain all husbands and wives, all 

parents and children, the single, and those whose desire for marriage and children 

has not been realized. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O Lord, deliver the sick from their illnesses, the troubled from their afflictions, and 

the dying from their fear. Give grace to heal according to Your will, and comfort to 

those who mourn, [especially . . .]. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

A O Lord, teach us generosity that we may supply the hungry and those in need from 

the gifts You have supplied to us. Bless all those who protect and defend us: police, 

firefighters, those who serve the medical arts, and relief workers. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O Lord, help us that we may be well-prepared to receive the Sacrament of Christ’s 

flesh and blood and to keep in holy lives what we have tasted. Grant that what we 

here receive be fulfilled in the eternal feast to come, when, reunited with the saints 

who have gone before, we enter with joy into the eternal day. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

A O Lord, You do not forget anything You have made, and You supply us with grace 

sufficient for this day and all our needs of body and soul, even as You deliver us to 
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everlasting life. Keep us content in Your mercy that we trust in Your promise 

always. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting 

in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

Sit 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY                            “I Need Thee Every Hour"                                arr. D. Phillips 

 
Stand 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                         LSB 159 
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T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

 

PREFACE                                                                                                                                      LSB 160 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS                                             LSB 161 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                                                        LSB 161 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                               LSB 196 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

      hallowed be Thy name, 

      Thy kingdom come, 

      Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

      give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

  against us;  and lead us not into temptation, 

      but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI                                                                                                           LSB 163 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                              LSB 163 
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DISTRIBUTION  

 

Sit 

HYMN                                        “By Grace I’m Saved”                                     LSB 566 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 

    The Father’s heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength     

secure 

If grace were not my anchor sure? 
 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart’s 

condition, 

    I also know my Savior’s voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown 

Since I am saved by grace alone. 

Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

VOLUNTARY                                     “By Grace I'm Saved"                       setting: D. Zimmer 
 

Stand 

THANK THE LORD                                                                                                  LSB 164 
 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT                                                                              LSB 166 
 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
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another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION   
                                      

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN                             “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”                   LSB 917 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: John Ellerton, 1826–93 
Tune: Edward J. Hopkins, 1818–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

         

Sit 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE                                      “Laudation"                                                    G. Martin 
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