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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

July 5, 2026 
 

T PREPARATION T 

  

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran 

Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further 

study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual 

and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. 

 

PRELUDE                                   “Freedom March and Fanfare”                               P. Davis 

                                                      “America the Beautiful”                              arr. A.L. Page 

 

WELCOME 

 

Stand    

HYMN                                            “Before You, Lord, We Bow”                                LSB 966 
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Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779–1843, alt. 
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 

P Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; His understanding is beyond measure. 

C All Your works shall give thanks to You, O LORD, and all Your saints shall bless 

You! 
  

P Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; worship the LORD in the splendor of 

holiness. 

C Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to Your name give glory, for the sake of Your 

steadfast love and Your faithfulness! 
  

P Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom He has chosen as 

His heritage! 

C Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in You. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P I love the LORD, because He has heard my voice 

C and my pleas for mercy. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
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C Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, mighty Judge of all people, we 

admit and confess our sinfulness. We have not lived up to our calling as Your 

faithful people. So often we have done the evil You forbid and too many 

times have not done the good You demand. We do repent and are truly sorry 

for our sins in thought, word, and deed. Have mercy on us, merciful Father, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son. Forgive us all that needs Your forgiving 

grace, and with the power of the Holy Spirit, direct us to serve You faithfully 

all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
  

P God has promised His merciful forgiveness to those who repent of their sins and 

turn to Him in confession. In His stead and by His command, therefore, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  

P May our God keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit, lead you in ways of faith and 

obedience, and finally bring you to live with Him forever, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

HOLY BAPTISM, (8:00 AM) Alexander Lane Eller, Please see insert 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, You have blessed our nation over 

many years. Graciously continue to watch over this land, that we may rejoice in 

Your abiding protection and serve You with gladness of heart; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and rules with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

CELEBRATION SEQUENCE 
 

P Today we thank God as we celebrate 250 years of God’s blessings on the United 

States of America. The psalmist writes: “Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing 

praises to our God; for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting” (Psalm 147:1). 

As part of our celebration this day, we sing our thanks for living in what truly is a 

God-blessed land. 
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A We thank God for the land that is our home—a land of mountains and seashores, 

of rivers and forests. This is a rich and fruitful land, a land that has supplied 

generations with its bounty. The psalmist writes: “Let the redeemed of the LORD . . . 

thank the LORD for His steadfast love, for His wondrous works to the children of 

men” (Psalm 107:2a, 21). Together we sing our thanks through the stanzas of the 

well-loved hymn “We Praise You, O God.” 

 

HYMN                                              “We Praise You, O God”                                LSB 785 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Julia B. Cory, 1882–1963, alt. 
Tune: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626, Haarlem 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

A We bless God for the peace that our nation has known on its shores for two and a 

half centuries. And we give our thanks for the generations of military men and 

women who have lived devotedly and even died sacrificially to keep the freedoms 

that we enjoy and to maintain the peace that we know here in our land. King David 

wrote in one of his psalms: “But You, O LORD, are a shield about me, my glory, and 

the lifter of my head” (Psalm 3:3). In the words of a devotional hymn text, we lift up 

our military people in prayer as we sing “Eternal Father, Strong to Save.” 
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HYMN                                       “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”                            LSB 717 
 

 

 

 

 
 

3a Most Holy Spirit, who didst brood 

Upon the chaos dark and rude, 

And bid its angry tumult cease, 

And give, for wild confusion, peace: 

O hear us when we cry to Thee 

For those in peril on the sea. 

 

4 O Trinity of love and pow’r, 

Our people shield in danger’s hour; 

From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 

Protect them wheresoe’er they go; 

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 

Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

Text (sts. 1–4): William Whiting, 1825–78, alt.; (sts. 2a–3a): Robert N. Spencer, 1877–1961, alt., Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–76 
Text (sts. 2–3): © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811, Text (sts. 1–4) and tune: Public domain 

 

A We give glory to God for the United States that each of us knows, no matter what 

location in this vast country we call home. In a heartfelt exclamation centuries ago, 

King David the psalmist wrote: “May the LORD give strength to His people! May the 

LORD bless His people with peace!” (Psalm 29:11). Peace and prosperity have been 

blessings from God in these United States for two and a half centuries. Confident of 
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future blessings and with true thankfulness, we can echo the words of Psalm 126, 

which summed up the sentiment of God’s people: “The LORD has done great things 

for us; we are glad” (verse 3). With glad hearts and joyful voices we sing “Now 

Thank We All Our God.” 
 

8:00 Service returns here 
 

HYMN                                      “Now Thank We All Our God”                           LSB 895 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Rinckart, 1586–1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662, Text and tune: Public domain 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                   1 Samuel 2:6–10 

 

6The LORD kills and brings to life; 

 he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
7The LORD makes poor and makes rich; 
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 he brings low and he exalts. 
8He raises up the poor from the dust; 

 he lifts the needy from the ash heap 

to make them sit with princes 

 and inherit a seat of honor. 

For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, 

 and on them he has set the world. 
9“He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, 

 but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness, 

 for not by might shall a man prevail. 
10The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; 

 against them he will thunder in heaven. 

The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; 

 he will give strength to his king 

 and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                                                                                              Psalm 100 

A  1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 

 2Serve the LORD with gladness! 

C Come into his presence with singing! 

A  3Know that the LORD, he is God! 

 It is he who made us, and we are his; 

C we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

A  4Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

 and his courts with praise! 

C Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

 A  5For the LORD is good; 

 his steadfast love endures forever, 

 C and his faithfulness to all generations. 
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THE EPISTLE READING                                                                              Romans 13:1-10 
  

A 1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 

authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 
2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those 

who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to 

bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, 

and you will receive his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do 

wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, 

an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be in 

subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For the 

same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to 

this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, 

revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom 

honor is owed. 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 

murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 

summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no 

wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                         Mark 12:13–17 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 13And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap 

him in his talk. 14And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are true 

and do not care about anyone’s opinion. For you are not swayed by appearances, but 

truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we pay 

them, or should we not?” 15But, knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put 

me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 16And they brought one. 

And he said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said to him, 
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“Caesar’s.” 17Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to 

God the things that are God’s.” And they marveled at him. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

HYMN                           “O Father, Son, and Spirit—Triune Lord”       

     

 

 

 
 

5 O risen Christ, ascended Lord of all, 

Grant we daily hear and heed Your call 

And, with Gospel haste, go and gladly 

labor 

For the lasting good of our neighbor. 

Lord, have mercy! 
 

6 O Father, Son, and Spirit—triune Lord, 

Our true rock and refuge and reward: 

Though the nations rage and our world 

assaulted, 

“Peace! Be still!” You say—God exalted! 

Alleluia! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke, Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter 
Text: © 2026 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110004811 
Tune: Public domain 
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SERMON 
 

Stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 
 

Let us pray for the whole Christian Church, that through it the will of God may be 

done among us upon earth and that in it we may rejoice in hearing the Good News 

of the Gospel, and let us also pray for our nation, where we celebrate the freedom 

to gather for worship in the name of the Lord. 
 

A Let us pray for peace and tranquility in our country, asking the Lord’s blessing on 

the agriculture and commerce of these United States, and let us also pray for the 

armed forces of our nation, that those who serve in them may find satisfaction in 
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their given duties and a sense of accomplishment in the protection of our nation 

and its people. 
 

P Let us pray for our nation, that it may shine as a beacon of hope to the world, and 

let us pray for our communities, that kindness, goodness, and mercy may be the 

hallmarks of our lives together. 
 

A Let us pray for our congregation, that it may reach out with the love of Christ, and 

let us also pray for the Gospel, that it may be proclaimed without hindrance 

throughout our land. 
 

P Let us pray that our nation may continue as “one nation, under God, with liberty 

and justice for all” for this present time and for generations yet to come. In Jesus’ 

name, we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY                             “God Bless Our Native Land”                       arr. D. Wagner 

 

Stand 

OFFERTORY                              “God Bless Our Native Land”                                LSB 965 
 

 

 

 
 
Text (st. 1): Charles T. Brooks, 1813–83, alt.; (st. 2): John S. Dwight, 1813–93, alt., Tune: Thesaurus Musicus, c. 1740, London 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

 

PREFACE                                                                                                                              LSB 208 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, our God, whose love daily blesses our nation and supports 

and strengthens us as we dwell in this land. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, 

that we may worthily receive the bread and wine—that is, the true body and blood 

of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ—as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of the full 

salvation He has won for us. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 

Unite us with all who gather with us at Your Table here and with all in Your glorious 

presence who now feast at Your eternal Table in the courts of heaven. To You 

alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

SANCTUS                                             LSB 161 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

           

PAX DOMINI 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                        LSB 163 
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Sit 

HYMN                                                 “What Is This Bread”                                    LSB 629 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946 
Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951 
Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811 



VOLUNTARY                 “God of Our Fathers Whose Almighty Hand”               arr. S. Scott 

                                 

Stand 

NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                                                      LSB 165 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

P Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. You have blessed 

our nation and by Your grace have brought us to this time and place. Keep us firm 

in the true faith throughout our pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 

together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



18 

 

BENEDICTION   
                                               

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
HYMN                              Christ, by Heavenly Hosts Adored”   

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Harbaugh, 1817–67, alt., Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93, Text: Public domain, Tune: Public domain 
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Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE                                             “Heroic March”                                    D. Callender 
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