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THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

July 26, 2026 
 

T PREPARATION T 

  

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran 

Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further 

study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual 

and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. 

 

PRELUDE                                        “Processional in B flat”                               A. Giamanco                                                                               

    “God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It”                           R. Powell 

 

WELCOME                                                                                            Pastor Doug Jones 

 

Stand    

HYMN                                         “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”                          LSB 594 
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Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957, Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt. 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811, Tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION  
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES                 Romans 11:33; Deuteronomy 7:7, 9; Romans 11:36 
 

P Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

C How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! 
  

P The LORD set His love on you and chose you. 
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C Know therefore that the LORD is God. 
  

P For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. 

C To Him be glory forever. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P You are a people holy to the Lord your God. 

C We confess our unholy thoughts, words, and actions. 
  

Silence for personal reflection. 
  

P Almighty God, 

C we have not lived up to our calling as Your treasured possession. Our desires 

are selfish and our love is shallow. We have turned aside from doing good 

and chosen to treasure things of creation rather than our Creator. In our sinful 

state we are vulnerable to the devil, death, and darkness. And so we seek Your 

mercy. We surrender to Your loving kindness in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
  

P “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

C “He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He 

not also with Him graciously give us all things?” 
  

P Indeed, the mercy of almighty God is displayed in the giving of His Son, Jesus, to 

die for you, and for His sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of the Word and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 
 

Stand 

KYRIE                                                                                                                      LSB 186 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                                                                                             LSB 187 
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
                                                     

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and 

love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have 

commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                Deuteronomy 7:6–9 
     

The Word is read… 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                                                                                    Psalm 125; antiphon: v. 2 

 

C  1Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount | Zion,* 

 which cannot be moved, but abides for- | ever. 
2As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 

 so the LORD surrounds his | people,* 

 from this time forth and for- | evermore. 
3For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest 

 on the land allotted to the | righteous,* 

lest the righteous stretch out 

 their hands to | do wrong. 
4Do good, O LORD, to those | who are good,* 
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 and to those who are upright | in their hearts! 
5But those who turn aside to their crooked ways 

 the LORD will lead away with evil- | doers!* 

 Peace be upon | Israel! 

 

THE EPISTLE READING                                                                              Romans 8:28-39 
 

  The Word is read… 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

VERSE                                                                                                          Matthew 13:35b 
 

P Alleluia. I will open My mouth in parables; 

C I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                        Matthew 13: 44-52 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

The Gospel is read… 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

HYMN                                   “From God Can Nothing Move Me”                         LSB 713 
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5 Praise God with acclamation 

    And in His gifts rejoice. 

Each day finds its vocation 

    Responding to His voice. 

    Soon years on earth are past; 

But time we spend expressing 

The love of God brings blessing 

    That will forever last! 

 

 6 Yet even though I suffer 

    The world’s unpleasantness, 

And though the days grow rougher 

    And bring me great distress, 

    That day of bliss divine, 

Which knows no end or measure, 

And Christ, who is my pleasure, 

    Forever shall be mine. 

 

D 7 For thus the Father willed it, 

    Who fashioned us from clay; 

And His own Son fulfilled it 

    And brought eternal day. 

    The Spirit now has come, 

To us true faith has given; 

He leads us home to heaven. 

    O praise the Three in One! 

 
Text: Ludwig Helmbold, 1532–98; (sts. 1–2, 6): tr. Gerald Thorson, 1921–2001, alt.; (st. 3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5): tr. Gregory J. 
Wismar, 1946; (st. 7): tr. Joseph Herl, 1959, Tune: Recueil de plusieurs chansons, 1557, Lyons, alt., Text (sts. 1–2, 6): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship; 
(sts. 3–5, 7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811, Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

Stand 

NICENE CREED 
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C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead,  whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 
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Mighty Lord, we need Your constant defense in a world of death, danger, and 

distraction. Guard us in both body and soul, that Your people might live to the 

praise of our victorious Savior, Jesus. Through the love of Christ, we pray: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A Generous Lord, all good things are gifts from Your holy hand. Undo our attitudes of 

selfishness and renew within us a spirit of generosity, freely giving of our treasures 

to the needy in our midst. Through the love of Christ, we pray: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Seeking and saving Lord, You tirelessly pursue the children of earth with Your 

goodness and mercy. Soften hearts hardened to Your Gospel and activate Your 

people to witness to Your goodness. Through the love of Christ, we pray: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A Faithful Lord, despite our sin, You keep covenant and steadfast love. Rescue 

families where loyalties have been betrayed and trust broken. Mend hurting hearts 

with forgiveness and restore them by Your grace. Through the love of Christ, we 

pray: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P All-seeing Lord, You set Your heart on the least and fewest. Set Your heart once 

again on the lonely, the dying, the poor, and the sick, [especially . . .]. Bring good 

amid their challenges and remind us that no problem is too big for Your power and 

no one is too small to escape Your notice. Through the love of Christ, we pray: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A These prayers, and all those lifted up by believers around the world, we entrust to 

Your care, O almighty God, trusting You to hear and answer according to the 

Father’s will, in the Son’s grace, and by the Spirit’s power. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY                           “O For a Closer Walk With God”                  arr. G. Peterson 

 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                           LSB 192 
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T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

 

PREFACE                                                                                                                                      LSB 177 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the 

form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen 

from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. 
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Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying 
 

SANCTUS                                             LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                                                       LSB 178 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
 

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  as  

we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI                                                                                                        LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

HYMN                                  “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”                         LSB 636 
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5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 

Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 

    Peace beyond all understanding, 

    Joy into all life expanding: 

Humbly now, I bow before You; 

Love incarnate, I adore You; 

    Worthily let me receive You 

    And, so favored, never leave You. 

 

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 

Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 

    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 

    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 

At Your feet I cry, my maker, 

Let me be a fit partaker 

    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 

    For our good, Your glory, given. 

 

7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 

You once left Your throne in heaven 

   On the cross for me to languish 

    And to die in bitter anguish, 

To forego all joy and gladness 

And to shed Your blood in sadness. 

    By this blood redeemed and living, 

    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

 

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 

Let me gladly here obey You. 

    By Your love I am invited, 

    Be Your love with love requited; 

By this Supper let me measure, 

Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 

    Through the gift of grace You give me 

    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 
 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4–5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3, 6–8): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811 
Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8) and tune: Public domain 
 

 

VOLUNTARY           “Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure”     Setting: J. Brauer                                 
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Stand 

HYMN                      “Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure”                LSB 654 
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Text: David W. Rogner, 1960, Tune: Joseph Herl, 1959 
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811 
Tune: © 2003 Joseph Herl. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                                              LSB 199 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

A Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 

loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You 

not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 

Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION   
                                               

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
HYMN                                             “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord”                           LSB 651 

 

 

 
 
Text: Timothy Dwight, 1752–1817, alt. 
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE                                     “I Love Your Kingdom Lord”               setting: B. Sanders 
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