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Funeral Service for Dianne Jenkins 
April 29, 2026 

 
 

Stand 

HYMN                          “When Peace, like a River”                  LSB 763 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt. 
Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

WELCOME              Rev. W. Richard Willsea 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
 

P In Holy Baptism Dianne was clothed with the robe of Christ’s 

righteousness that covered all her sin. St. Paul says: “Do you not 

know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into His death?” 

C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we 

have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall 

certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His. 
                          

PSALM                                                            Psalm 23; antiphon: v. 1 

 
1The LORD is my | shepherd;* 

 I | shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green | pastures.* 

 He leads me beside still | waters. 
3He re- | stores my soul.* 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake. 

4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;* 

 your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 

5You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my | enemies;* 

 you anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup | overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days | of my life,* 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever. 

 

KYRIE 
 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your 

loving-kindness shown to Dianne and to all Your servants who, 

having finished their course in faith, now rest from their labors. 

Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and receive the 

crown of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

FIRST READING                                    1 Corinthians 13:4–13 
 

 4Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 

arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 

resentful; 6it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 
7Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things. 

 8Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for 

tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we 

know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when the perfect comes, 

the partial will pass away. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 

thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 

gave up childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 

face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I 

have been fully known. 

 13So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest 

of these is love. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE                                                             1 John 4:7–12 
 

 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 

whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who 



5 

 

does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the 

love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 

into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not 

that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 

to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

VERSE 
                                                                           

P Alleluia, alleluia. 

 Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; 

C to Him be glory and power forever. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                  John 10:1–10 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter 

the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a 

thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of 

the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and 

he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has 

brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow 

him, for they know his voice. 5A stranger they will not follow, but they 

will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6This 

figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand 

what he was saying to them. 

 7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the 

door of the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, 

but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters by 

me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10The 

thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 

have life and have it abundantly.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into 

Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess our 

faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit 

HYMN                   “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                  LSB 739 
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Text and tune: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899–1993 

Text and tune: © 1938 (renewed) Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., admin. Alfred Music. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811 

 

SERMON 

 

Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from 

the dead. 

A Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into 

one communion in the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Give to Your whole Church in heaven and on earth Your 

light and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and 

resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life and so pass 

with Him through the gate of death and the grave to our joyful 

resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and blood 

of Your Son may be raised to immortality and incorruption to be 

seated with Him at Your heavenly banquet. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Give to the family of Dianne and to all who mourn comfort in their 

grief and a sure confidence in Your loving care that, casting all 
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their sorrow on You, they may know the consolation of Your love. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion 

of Your Church they may have strength to meet the days ahead in 

the assurance of a holy and certain hope and in the joyful 

expectation of eternal life with those they love who have departed 

in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to 

believe and find comfort in the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A Receive our thanks for Dianne and for all the blessings You 

bestowed on her in this earthly life. Bring us at last to our heavenly 

home that with her we may see You face to face in the joys of 

paradise. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to 

bring life and immortality to light. We give You thanks that by His 

death He destroyed the power of death and by His resurrection He 

opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Strengthen us in the 

confidence that because He lives we shall live also, and that neither 

death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be able to 

separate us from Your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to 

pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
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     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
 

P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who 

believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives 

and believes in Me will never die.” 

 C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 

      Your word has been fulfilled. 

 My own eyes have seen the salvation 

      which You have prepared in the sight of every people: 

 a light to reveal You to the nations 

      and the glory of Your people Israel. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who 

believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives 

and believes in Me will never die.” 

 

CONCLUDING COLLECT 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of 

Your flock into the arms of Your mercy and bring them home. 

Comfort us with the certain hope of the resurrection to everlasting 

life and a joyful reunion with those we love who have died in the 

faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The pastor may place his hand on the head of the casket as he says: 

 

P May God the Father, who created this body; may God the T Son, 

who by His blood redeemed this body; may God the Holy Spirit, 

who by Holy Baptism sanctified this body to be His temple, keep 

these remains to the day of the resurrection of all flesh. 

C Amen. 

 

A Let us pray. Almighty God, by the death of Your Son Jesus Christ 

You destroyed death, by His rest in the tomb You sanctified the 

graves of Your saints, and by His bodily resurrection You brought 

life and immortality to light so that all who die in Him abide in 

peace and hope. Receive our thanks for the victory over death and 

the grave that He won for us. Keep us in everlasting communion 

with all who wait for Him on earth and with all in heaven who are 

with Him, for He is the resurrection and the life, even Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS  
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION AND DISMISSAL 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 

 

HYMN                     “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”          LSB 702 
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Text: Ray Palmer, 1808–87 

Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Cecilia Dianne Jenkins was born in Cullman, AL, on March 6, 1941 

to the late Cecil C. and Pauline B. Helmly. In 1956 the family 

moved to Johns Island, SC, where she met the love of her life, 

George. They met in the 7th grade and the second day she was 

there George sent her a note saying, "I think I love you". They've 

been together ever since. George and Dianne were married June 

23, 1962, by her father at Pine Grove Lutheran Church, Lone Star, 

SC. 
 

Dianne was organist at Faith Lutheran Church, Johns Island. She 

has sung in the choir at Resurrection Lutheran Church, Pensacola, 

FL, First Lutheran Church, Odenton, MD and Grace Lutheran 

Church, Summerville, SC. She was a Pre-school teacher for 20 years 

at First Lutheran. 
 

While George was in the Air Force, she maintained the home, took 

care of the boys while George worked shift work and continued his 

education earning his master's degree. 
 

George and Dianne have 2 sons, Shayne (Nieves) of Bradenton, 

FL and Kerry (Katie) of Newport, NC. They have 6 grandchildren; 

Melissa Jenkins, Alanna Dove, Logan Jenkins (Sayaka), Rhian 

(Jennifer) Jenkins, Hannah Lewis and Lindsay (Ethan) Salter. They 

have 10 great grandchildren; Emma Shortt, Aidyn Dove, Jeremiah 

Donovan, Eli Davis, Riley and Liam Jenkins, Aubrey Paul, Nicolas 

Jenkins, Lina and Emi Jenkins. They have one great great 

grandchild, Moon Kaia Johnson. 
 

Dianne enjoyed playing the piano, doing crossword puzzles and 

jigsaw puzzles. She and George enjoyed camping and traveling to 

48 states and 11 countries. 

 

Burial will follow the service at Dorchester Memory Gardens, 11000 

Dorchester Road, Summerville, SC 29485. 
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