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HOLY THURSDAY 

 

April 2, 2026 

 

T PREPARATION T 

 

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran 

Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further 

study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual 

and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. 

 

PRELUDE                                     “Adagio in G minor"                                      arr. P. Harris 

                                                       “Ah, Holy Jesus"                                    arr. G. Davidson 

 

WELCOME 

 

Stand 

INVOCATION 
                                                                                               

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                             Psalm 43:4; 124:8 
 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

CONFESSIONAL ADDRESS                                                          
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P Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, in which He strengthens our faith by giving us His body to eat and His blood 

to drink. Therefore, it is proper that we diligently examine ourselves, as St. Paul 

urges us to do, for this holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort 

of those who are troubled because of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, 

fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness.  
 

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and 

death, from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord 

Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For our benefit He became man so that He might 

fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our 

sin and the punishment we deserve. 
 

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and 

in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” It is as if He said, “I 

became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your good. As a pledge of this, I give 

you My body to eat.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you 

by taking into Myself all your iniquities. I give Myself into death, shedding My 

blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the 

new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of 

this, I give you My blood to drink.” 
 

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this 

Word and promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 
 

We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was 

delivered for our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our most 

heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and follow Him and, according to His 

commandment, love one another as He has loved us. For we are all one bread and 

one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread and drink from the one 

cup. For just as the one cup is filled with wine of many grapes and one bread made 

from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in Christ. Because of 

Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth. 
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May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy 

Spirit, accomplish this in us. 

C Amen. 
  

P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him, imploring Him for 

the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
  

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 
  

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 

C Yes. 
  

P Let it be done for you as you believe. 

 In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray.  O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance 

of Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and 

blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

HYMN                              “Now, My Tongue, the Mystery Telling”                       LSB 630 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Aquinas, c. 1225–1274; tr. The Hymnal 1940 
Tune: Chants ordinaires de l’Office Divin, Paris, 1881 
Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 12:1–14 
 

A 1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This month shall be for 

you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell all 

the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a 
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lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if the household 

is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the 

number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the 

lamb. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the 

sheep or from the goats, 6and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, 

when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 

 7“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the 

lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on 

the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9Do not eat any of it 

raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10And you 

shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning 

you shall burn. 11In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals 

on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s 

Passover. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will 

execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses 

where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will 

befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 

 14“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the 

LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

SR. CHOIR                                       “Into the Garden"                                      arr. D. Nolan 

 

Into the garden the Savior went as night began to fall. 

Into the garden the Savior went As grace began to call. 

In agony He prayed alone, 

In deepest grief His spirit groaned. 

He prayed, " O Father, Thy will Be done," when into the Garden He went. 

Into the garden the Savior went as stars began to fade. 

Into the garden the Savior went, in agony He prayed. 

The shadow of Gethsemane Fell hard from ev-ry olive tree 

As Jesus saw His destiny 

When into the garden He went. 

Into the Garden the Savior went beyond Golgotha's hill. 
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Into the Garden the Savior went, redemption to fulfill. 

It was in love He gave His life, 

The Rose was crushed to pay 

The price, with blood He purchased paradise when into 

The garden He went. 

 

EPISTLE                                                                                             1 Corinthians 11:23–32 
 

A 23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 

the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke 

it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the 

same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 

my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as 

you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 

manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. 28Let a person 

examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29For anyone who 

eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
30That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31But if we judged 

ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32But when we are judged by the Lord, we are 

disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

VERSE                                                                                                                  John 13:1b 
 

C Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 22:7-20 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 P  Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be 

sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, 

that we may eat it.” They said to him, “Where will you have us prepare it?” He said to 
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them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet 

you. Follow him into the house that he enters and tell the master of the house, ‘The 

Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 

disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper room furnished; prepare it there.” And 

they went and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover. 

 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. And he 

said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For 

I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” And he took a cup, 

and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. For I 

tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of 

God comes.” And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 

it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for 

you is the new covenant in my blood.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

HYMN                                         “O Lord, We Praise Thee”                             LSB 617 
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811 
Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON             

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, You are our Lord and we have become Your disciples 

in Baptism, Your brothers and sisters, Your Body and individually members of it. As 

on that holy night when You entered into the final days of Your Passion, You 

suffered betrayal at the hand of one of Your own chosen disciples, so do we 

number ourselves still struggling with sin and the temptation of going our own 

way. As You restored Your servant Simon Peter, You have spoken Your sustaining 

Word of forgiveness to us this night. Make us faithful to Your calling that we may 

continually worship You in spirit and in truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A On this night You took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it now to be Your 

body given for us and our salvation. Continue to give us this sacred bread that You 

may live in us as we live in You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P In the same way also You took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it now 

to be the new testament in Your blood, shed for us for the forgiveness of sins. 

Make us drink deeply of Your great love that we may love You in return and serve 

as ambassadors of Your love for all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A When You commanded Your disciples, saying, “Do this in remembrance of Me,” 

You were promising not just good memories of the past but Your very presence 

with every believer giving every good and perfect gift of mercy and grace through 

Your eternal Word and Spirit. “Come, then, Lord, and help Your people, bought 

with the price of Your own blood, and bring us with Your saints to glory 

everlasting” (LSB 939). Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Hear also our prayer for all public servants; for the government and those who 

protect us; for the deliverance of all from any affliction, danger, or need; and all for 

whom You have come to be the eternal Savior, the way, the truth, and the life. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

OFFERING 
    

VOLUNTARY                             “The Upper Room"                                         J. Southbridge 
 

Stand   

OFFERTORY                                                                                                              LSB 176 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



12 

 

T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

 

PREFACE 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, 

where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the serpent who 

overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be 

overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

SANCTUS                                                LSB 178 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
   

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy upon 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 

 

 As Your people of old were commanded to keep the Passover as a feast to the Lord 

throughout their generations, as a statute forever, so has Christ become our 

Passover who endured the wrath and death of sin for us and the whole world by 

the sacrifice of His own body and blood on the cross of Calvary, opening the 

kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

 

 Grant us to keep the feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given 

into death and drinking His blood poured out for our salvation until we pass 

through death to the promised land of life eternal. 

 

 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

  as we forgive those 
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          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                           LSB 163 
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Sit 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN                “What Is This Bread”  LSB 629 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946 
Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951 
Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811 
 

 
 

VOLUNTARY                                “O Divine Redeemer"                             arr. R. Thygerson 

 

Stand 

NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                             LSB 182 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

 

P After the Last Supper, less than twenty-four hours remained in the earthly life of 

our Lord. Events moved rapidly: prayer in Gethsemane; betrayal by Judas; arrest, 

mock trial, painful beating; the trudge to Golgotha and execution. 
 

Jesus’ offered body and His shed blood have been given to us in, with, and under 

the bread and wine in the sacred mystery that is the Sacrament. As He was 

removed from us in the grave, so we remove the elements and vessels of this 

Sacrament. 
  

Communion vessels are removed. 
  

P The cross is where Jesus took on our punishment to be able to give us the gift of 

heaven. When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). As this statement was fulfilled on the 

cross, the cross is removed from the altar area. 
  

The cross is removed. 
  

P The missal stand holds our worship books that guide our worship life together as 

we sing praises to God. As Jesus suffers, joyous songs are not heard. As sounds of 

joy are removed from our lips, we remove the missal stand and its book. 
  

The missal stand and altar book are removed. 
  

P Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). The events at Golgotha snuffed 

out the human life of Jesus, the light of the world. As creation was dark while He 

suffered, so we extinguish our candles and remove them. 
  

All candles are extinguished and removed. 
  

P Our offerings represent one way of serving God and others. They reflect God’s 

greatest offering to the world and to us in the sending of His Son, Jesus, in human 

form. As the offered body of Jesus was removed from sight in burial, so we 

remove our offerings. 
  

The offerings are removed. 
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P The altar is the place where our Lord Jesus serves us as both host and Meal at His 

banquet feast. The coverings and paraments are made of fine linen and brocade, 

materials appropriate for feasting with our King. As our King’s body was stripped 

in crucifixion, so our altar is stripped of its coverings. 

  

The altar cloths and paraments are removed. 

  

 

 

 

All may exit silently. 
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