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THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 

January 25, 2026 
 

T PREPARATION T 
 

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran 

Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further 

study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual 

and common cup. The purple cup is grape juice. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free 

wafer is available upon request. 

  

PRELUDE                                        "The Courts of Praise"                                      B. Logan                                                                      

       “How Clear is Our Vocation"            setting: M. Machemer 

 

WELCOME 

 

Stand 

HYMN                                     “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord”                          LSB 853 
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000 
Tune: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848–1918 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811 
Tune: Public domain 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 

let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 

we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

KYRIE 
 

 

 
  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the 

Lord. 

 
  

A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 



5 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                                                                                              LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
    

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and 

stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                          Isaiah 9:1–4 
 

The Word is read… 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                                                                                      Psalm 27:1–9; antiphon: v. 1

 
1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

 whom | shall I fear?* 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

 of whom shall I | be afraid? 

2When evildoers assail me 

 to eat | up my flesh,* 

my adversaries and foes, 

 it is they who stum- | ble and fall. 

3Though an army encamp against me, 

 my heart | shall not fear;* 

though war arise against me, 

 yet I will be | confident. 

4One thing have I asked of the LORD, 

 that will I seek | after:* 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 

 all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 

 and to inquire in his | temple. 

5For he will hide me in his shelter 

 in the day of | trouble;* 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 

 he will lift me high up- | on a rock. 

6And now my head shall be lifted up 

 above my enemies all around me, 

 and I will offer in his tent 
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 sacrifices with | shouts of joy;* 

I will sing and make melody | to the LORD. 

7Hear, O LORD, when I | cry aloud;* 

 be gracious to me and | answer me! 
8You have said, | “Seek my face.”* 

My heart says to you, 

 “Your face, LORD, | do I seek.” 

 9Hide not your face from me. 

Turn not your servant away in | anger,* 

 O you who have been my help. 

Cast me not off; forsake me not, 

 O God of my sal- | vation! 

 

THE EPISTLE READING                                                                         1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

 

The Word is read… 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE  
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                            Matthew 4:12–25 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
      

The Gospel is read… 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C   Praise to You, O Christ 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 

HYMN                                     “O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”                           LSB 856 
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007, Tune: English; adapt. Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852–1930 
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811, Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A That the Lord, who dwells in our midst by His Means of Grace, would open our 

mouths to tell of His name and declare His praises, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P That the Church of Christ may enjoy unity of doctrine and a spirit of harmony in the 

work that God has given her to do; and that the Lord may prosper this work by 

supplying her people with faithful pastors and church workers, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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A For families, that our Father in heaven would bless our households with grace and 

protection; and that we might remember Him in both joy and trouble and worship 

before Him forever, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P That the nations may enjoy peace; that we may know the gift of good and faithful 

leaders in our land; and that justice may be served in every place, for the good of 

all people and for the protection of the unborn and the weak, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those oppressed by demons, illness or any other affliction, [especially 

_____________,] that the Lord Jesus would heal them in body, mind and soul, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A For penitent and joyful hearts, that those who partake of the Sacrament this day 

would rejoice that the kingdom of heaven is at hand in the body and blood of 

Jesus, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P That the lonely may find welcome and consolation within the fellowship of God’s 

people; and that those who sorrow may not despair but find hope in Christ, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

A In thanksgiving for all those who have departed from this mortal life in faith, that 

we may remember and glorify the Lord’s name for the hope and promise of the 

resurrection, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with 

you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 

4:1–3). 
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PAX DOMINI 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

  

Sit 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY                         "Theme From Sonata No. 6"       arr. T. Watkins, W.A. Mozart 

 

Stand 

HYMN                                       “Take My Life and Let It Be”              LSB 783, sts. 1-4 
 

 

 
 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

 

PREFACE                                                                                                            

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 

not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 

eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 

new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS                                                                                                          LSB 208 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish 

but have eternal life. 
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 As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the incarnation 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested the fullness of Your glory in human flesh. 
  

 We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to us. Grant 

us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood so that we may one day behold 

Your glory face to face. 
   

 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

       hallowed be Thy name, 

       Thy kingdom come, 

       Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

      give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses 

     as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

  For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 



14 

 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                              LSB 210 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Sit 

HYMN                          “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”                       LSB 395 
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5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 

Our joy be all with music crowned, 

    Our voices gladly blending! 

For Christ goes with us all the way— 

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 

    His love is never ending! 

        Sing out! Ring out! 

    Jubilation! 

    Exultation! 

        Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 

 

6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 

    The end and the beginning! 

He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

Transport us to that happy place 

    Beyond all tears and sinning! 

        Amen! Amen! 

    Come, Lord Jesus! 

    Crown of gladness! 

        We are yearning 

For the day of Your returning! 
 
Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt., Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811 
Tune: Public domain 

 

VOLUNTARY                    “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”       Setting: P. Telemann 
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Stand                                              

NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                                                    LSB 211 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
                                                   

P Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 

one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

 

 



17 

 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION       
                                                                 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN                                              “Rise, Shine, You People “                              LSB 825 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Ronald A. Klug, 1939–2021, alt. 
Tune: Dale Wood, 1934–2003 
Text and tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811 
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Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL                                        
 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE                                   “Awake, thou Wintry Earth"                   arr. T. Birchwood      
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