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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
March 9, 2025
I« PREPARATION -

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper...The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran
Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only
bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to
strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that
they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and
blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith
which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession
differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to
receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further
study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; | Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual
and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request.

PRELUDE “Praise God in His Holy Temple" S. Scott
“God Loved the World so that He Gave" setting: W. Wold

WELCOME

Stand
INVOCATION

[P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 124:8; Romans 10:13, 10

P} Our help is in the name of the LoRrb,
who made heaven and earth.

[P} Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one
confesses and is saved.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 91:9

P

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith and confess our sins
unto God our Father, that we may receive His forgiveness.

O God, we believe Your Word is true for it reveals our sin for which we
deserve Your rebuke and judgment. Yet even more, we believe in Your
promise of mercy and forgiveness for the sake of Christ. We therefore confess
to You all our sins. We plead the suffering and sacrifice of Your Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, as the all-sufficient price of our redemption, and beg Your grace
and forgiveness for the sake of faith in our Savior alone. Hear us in Your
mercy and according to Your promise in Christ, our Lord.

“Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place—the Most High, who is my
refuge,” upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
1« SERVICE OF THE WORD L
Sit
HYMN “God Loved the World So That He Gave” LSB 571
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1 God loved the world so that He gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of fai_th, Who was made

3 God would not have the sin - ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all
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Son the lost to save, That all who would in

flesh and suf - fered death; All then who trust in

sav - ing  grace is nigh; His  Spir - it in the

sins which  you have done; And, jus - ti - fied by
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are  built on  this chief cor - ner -stone.

Word de-clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.

5 If you are sick, if death is near, A 6 Glory to God the Father, Son,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer: And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; To You, O blessed Trinity,
That is the firmest ground of faith. Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt., Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain

KYRIE LSB 168

N>

&J

>

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P} Letus pray. O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and
brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that
following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the
glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 26:1-11
5



The Word is read...

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 91:1-13; antiphon: v. 1
0 u L —

1THe who dwells in the shelter of the | Most High*

will abide in the shadow of the Al- | mighty.
21 will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my | fortress,*

my God, in | whom | trust.”

3For he will deliver you from the snare of the | fowler*
and from the deadly | pestilence.
4He will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find | refuge;*
his faithfulness is a shield and | buckler.
5You will not fear the terror | of the night,*
nor the arrow that | flies by day,
énor the pestilence that stalks in | darkness,*
nor the destruction that wastes at | noonday.

7A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your | right hand,*
but it will not come | near you.
8You will only look | with your eyes*
and see the recompense of the | wicked.

9Because you have made the LORD your | dwelling place—*
the Most High, who is my | refuge—

10no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,*
no plague come | near your tent.



11For he will command his angels con- | cerning you*
to guard you in | all your ways.
120n their hands they will | bear you up,*
lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone.
13You will tread on the lion and the | adder;*
the young lion and the serpent you will trample | underfoot.

EPISTLE Romans 10:8b-13

The Word is read...

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
VERSE Ephesians 6:11

[P} Put on the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 4:1-13

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

The Word is read...

P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON

HYMN “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" LSB 656
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1 A might - vy for - tress is our God,
2 With  might of ours can naught be done,
3 Though dev - ils all the world should fill,
4 The Word  they  still shall let re - main
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A trust -y shield and weap - on;
Soon were our loss ef - fect - ed;
All ea - ger to de - vour us,
Nor an -y thanks have for it;
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He  helps us free from ev - Iy need
But for us fights the val - 1ant One,
We trem - ble not, we fear no ill;
He’s by our side up - on the plain
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That hath us now o’er - tak - en.
Whom God Him - self e - lect - ed.
They shall not O - Ver - pow’r us.
With  His good  gifts and Spir - it.
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Ask ye, Who is  this? Je - sus
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce
And take they our life, Goods, fame,
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Christ it is, Oof Sab - a - oth Lord,
as he will, He can harm us none.
child, and wife, Though these all be gone,
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Are his dread arms in fight; On  earth
And there’s none oth - er God; He holds
He’s judged; the deed is  done; One lit

Our vic - try has been won; The King
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Text: tr. Composite, Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483-1546,Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
NICENE CREED

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,



who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P

®

Lord God, almighty Father, we give You thanks for Your clear and mighty Word by
which You brought the entire universe into being and also ourselves as individual
members of the human family. More than that, however, we praise You for re-
creating us by faith in Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to be numbered among
those counted already now as citizens of Your heavenly, eternal kingdom. Continue
to form, guide, and direct us that we may be salt and light in this world, witnesses
of Your eternal grace and glory. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for Your whole church of every time and every place—all those who
rejoice with us in the truth of Your Holy Word as well as those living amid the
suppression of Your truth who are challenged for their faith in the clarity of Your
Word by the lies and confusion of unbelief. Enlighten the testimony of
steadfastness of faith in the face of all falsehood. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Enable all who preach and teach Your Law and Gospel, those called to administer
Your Holy Sacraments, and every servant of Your people with the stamina and
conviction required to faithfully convey Your Word of truth both in season and out
of season so as to convince, rebuke, and exhort with all longsuffering and patience.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Graciously grant to our nation, our people, and those who lead and serve in public
office wisdom to seek and acknowledge Your divine will, that justice and peace
may prevail among all. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

10



P} Grant Your healing and comfort to all who are sick or hospitalized, those cast down
by sorrow or fear, and all who are in any need of body or spirit. Bless all who
administer Your love in any way. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We give thanks to You for all who have died with the sign of faith and are with You.
As together we await the glorious day of the resurrection of all flesh and our entry
into Your eternal kingdom, grant the peace of faith and trust in Your abiding
presence to us who still contend for Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

@) All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the
sake of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

OFFERINGS

The financial well-being of our church is crucial to its continued ministry and outreach.
Supporting the church isn't merely about paying bills; it's an integral part of our faith
journey, reflecting our gratitude for God's blessings and enabling us to fulfill His
mission in the world. The resources we collectively provide allow us to meet vital
needs: maintaining our building, compensating our dedicated staff, supporting
missionary work, and facilitating numerous programs that serve our community.

While the Old Testament details tithing among the Israelites — a practice intertwined
with their theocratic governance — the New Testament presents a different perspective.
While the principle of generous giving remains central, the specific percentage isn't
mandated. The scriptures emphasize the importance of cheerful giving, motivated by
heartfelt gratitude and a desire to participate in God's work. We are called to
contribute proportionally to our means and blessings, recognizing that the amount
itself is less significant than the spirit behind the offering.

Historically, churches have relied on free-will offerings, often collected during services.
However, in our contemporary context, with varying congregation sizes and needs,
churches are exploring diverse fundraising strategies. These might include establishing
church-owned businesses (schools, preschools, etc.), renting property, or other
ventures designed to ensure financial stability and enable us to maximize our impact.

11



The goal remains the same: to effectively serve our community and advance God's
kingdom.

Sit

OFFERING

VOLUNTARY “The Light of the World is Jesus” R. Miles
Stand

OFFERTORY LSB 159
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I« SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT -}

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

® =

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

® =

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

® =

PROPER PREFACE

P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for
many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the
paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 178
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My *I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

14



LORD’S PRAYER

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB 180
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Once He Came in Blessing” LSB 333
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1 Once He came in bless - ing, All our sins re -
2 Now He gent - ly leads us; With Him - self He
3 Soon will come that hour When with might - y
4 Come, then, O Lord Je - sus, From our sins re -
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dress - ing; Came in like - ness low - ly,
feeds us Pre - cious food from heav - en,
pow - er Christ will come in splen - dor
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Son of God most ho - ly; Bore the cross to
Pledge of peace here  giv - en, Man - na that will
And will judg-ment ren - der, With the faith - ful
That we, grace re - ceiv - ing, Ev - er may con -
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save us; Hope and free - dom gave us.
nour - ish Souls that they may flour - ish.
shar - ing Joy be - yond com - par - ing.
fess You Till in heav’'n we bless You.

Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490-1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. Lutheran Service Book,
2006, Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480-1534, Text (sts. 2-3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License no. 110004811, Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain

VOLUNTARY

"Once He Came in Blessing”

setting: R. Nelson
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Stand
NUNC DIMITTIS
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now,

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
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and His mercy endureth forever.

and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

We give thanks to You, almighty God, both for Your command to believe and for

the faith to receive this salutary gift, and we pray that as Christ's redeemed people
we may show forth the light of Your grace and love to our neighbors; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

(P

P

Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.

Amen.
CLOSING HYMN “On Eagles’ Wings” LSB 727
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Text and tune: Michael Joncas, 1951
Text and tune: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL

Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” arr. C. Penfield
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