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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
December 29, 2024
-« PREPARATION -

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper...The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran Church in the
confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but his
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and
with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any
refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes. Because
those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt,
or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and
yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further
study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; | Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual and common
cup. The purple cup is grape juice. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon
request.

PRELUDE "Gloria in Excelsis Deo" T. Kendall
"Rejoice and Be Merry" arr. T. Kendall

WELCOME

Stand

HYMN OF INVOCATION

HYMN “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” LSB 338
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1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!

From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in us for-ev - er, Now Thy gra - cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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Dear de - sire of ev-ry na-tion, Joy of ev-’'ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf - fi - cient mer -it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven
Text and tune: Public domain

INVOCATION AND ABSOLUTION

P

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the 1+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

I« SERVICE OF THE WORD -



INTROIT Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10
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The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,*
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,*
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord.
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A - men.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:

You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY: CHRISTMAS 1

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



(P} Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in
the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature.
Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15

The Word is read...

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE READING Colossians 3:12-17
The Word is read...

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22-40

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

The Gospel is read...



P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ

Sit
HYMN “Church of God, Elect and Glorious” LSB 646
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1 Church of God, e - lect and glo-rious, Ho - 1y
2 God has called you out of  dark-ness In - to
3 Once you were an al - den peo - ple, Strang - ers
4 Church of God, e - lect and ho - ly, Be the
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na - tion, cho - sen race; Called as God’s own
His most mar - Vv’lous light; Brought His truth to
to God’s heart of love; But He brought you
peo - ple He in - tends; Strong in faith and
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spe - cial peo-ple, Roy - al priests and  heirs of
life with - in you, Turned your blind - ness in - to
home in  mer-cy, Cit - i - zens of heavn a -
swift to an-swer Each com - mand your Mas - ter
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grace: Know the pur - pose of your call-ing,
sight. Let your light SO shine a - round you
bove. Let His love flow out to oth - ers,
sends: Roy - al opriests, ful - fill your call - ing
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knows no lim - its, Grace that meets all hu - man needs.
hope and pur- pose In Christ Je - sus cru - ci - fied
know His wel-come And His count - less bless - ings share.
joy - ful ser-vice—  Sing His praise, His love de - clare.
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Show to all His might - y deeds; Tell of love that
That God’s name is glo - ri - fied And all find fresh
Let them feel a  Fa - ther’s care; That they too may
Through your sac - ri - fice and prayer; Give your lives in

Text: James Edward Seddon, 1915-83

Tune: Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-92

Text: © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811
Tune: © 1942, renewed 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811
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SERMON
Stand

ATHANASIAN CREED
Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith.

Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish
eternally.
And the catholic faith is this,
that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the
persons nor dividing the substance.
For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is
another.
But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one:
the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.
Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit:
the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated;
the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;
the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal.
And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal,
just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated and
one Infinite.
In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit
almighty;
and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty.
So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;
and yet there are not three Gods, but one God.
So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;



and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord.

Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct
person as God and Lord, so also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to
say that there are three Gods or Lords.

The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone.

The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone.

The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor
begotten, but proceeding.

Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy
Spirit, not three Holy Spirits.

And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than
another;

but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, so
that in all things, as has been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in
Trinity is to be worshiped.

Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity.
But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the
incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time both God and man.

He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He
is man, born from the substance of His mother in this age:

perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh;
equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with
respect to His humanity.

Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ:

one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the
assumption of the humanity into God;

one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person.

For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ,
who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day
from the dead,

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God
Almighty, from whence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account
concerning their own deeds.

10



And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who
have done evil into eternal fire.

This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly
cannot be saved.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.

For the faithful proclamation of Christ's saving name, that God's people may be
strengthened in the true faith and His kingdom extended, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church throughout the world and for all who confess the
name of Christ, that God would guard and defend us from the temptations of the
devil, the world, and our sinful nature, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this congregation, its mission and its people; for the ability to meet the needs
that arise as we do the work God has given us to do; and for the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the educational institutions of our synod: for our preschools, our day schools
and high schools, our colleges and universities, and for our seminaries, that those
who teach and those who learn in them would be transformed by the wisdom of
Christ, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all who partake this day of Christ’s holy body and blood, that in their eating
and drinking they may receive the benefits of forgiveness of sins and the renewal
of life and have a foretaste of the feast to come, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who have wandered from the faith, that the Holy Spirit would use us to
call them home to the Father, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the government and all who have been set into positions of leadership, that
they may use the authority entrusted to them honorably and for the good of the
people, let us pray to the Lord:

11
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Sit

Lord, have mercy.

For all who serve in worthy occupations, professions, arts, and sciences, that God
would grant them skill and integrity in the performance of their responsibilities and
valued service through their vocations, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who suffer from hunger, homelessness, poverty, or unemployment, that
God's great mercy and love would preserve and relieve them, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all the faithful, that the Spirit would lead them to cheerful, generous giving
from the bounty the Lord provides, to support the Church and to help those in
need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who are sick (especially [namel]), that God would grant healing to their
bodies and strength to bear their infirmities with patience and grace, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who mourn (especially [name]), that in their time of sorrow they would
not lose hope but rely on God's promise that He will never leave them or forsake
them, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who rejoice in the rich blessings of God, that they may always remember
the Giver of every gift and give Him heartfelt thanks, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your
dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection
from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You, where He ever
stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the ends of the earth
to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to
You alone we give all glory, honor, and worship, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.
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OFFERING

VOLUNTARY "Once in Royal David's City" setting: G. Lachenauer
Stand
OFFERTORY LSB 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
- SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT -
PREFACE
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(Pl The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

[
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, as we are called as Your
own in love. Through the old covenant that You established, which points to and
was fulfilled in the Savior, whose birth we await and through the grace of the new
covenant that You established, strengthen us in faith that we be made holy by the
bodily sacrifice of Jesus, which we share together at this altar in the Sacrament of
His true body and blood, given and shed for us. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:

14



Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My -} blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

15



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

LSB 163
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Angels from the Realms of Glory” LSB 367
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo - ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in  the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er vi- sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
A5 Al cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - 1y,
flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er-more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear
To the e ter - nal Three in One.
A Refrain .
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Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2-4): James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text and tune: Public domain

VOLUNTARY

Stand

“Angels From the Realms of Glory"
“A Christmas Memory"

setting: C.S. Lang
G. Martin
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NUNC DIMITTIS

LSB 806
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Christ His Son. Give thanks with a grate-ful heart, Give
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weak say “I am strong,” Let the poor say “I am
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rich,” Be-cause of what the Lord has done for us.
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Give thanks, give  thanks.

Text and tune: Henry Smith, 1952
Text and tune: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

(P} Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CLOSING SENTENCES John 1:5,9

P) The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

BENEDICTION

[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
HYMN “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” LSB 924
[ 9 I|D | ) o | I | | | |
[ \Q_)\I & 'l I & 1 I;/ I j i i j ‘
1 Lord, dis-miss us with Your bless-ing, Fill our hearts with
2 Thanks we give and ad - o - ra-tion For Your Gos - pel’s

3 Sav - ior, when Your love shall call us From our strug- gling

|
[ WY I o I ]

i’l & > [ I I [ | 1”4 | 1
[ 4 1 4 I

joy and peace; Let wus each, Your Ilove pos - sess - ing,
joy - ful sound. May the fruits of Your sal - va - tion
pil - grim way, Let not fear of  death ap - pall s,
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Tri - umph  in re - deem -ing grace. (0] re - fresh us;
In our hearts and lives  a - bound. Ev - er faith - ful,
Glad Your sum - mons to o - bey. May we ev - eI,

0 | .
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o re - fresh us, Trav - ’ling through this  wil - der - ness.
ev - er faith - ful To Your truth may we be found.
may we ev - er Reign with You in end - less day.

Text (sts. 1-2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text and tune: Public domain

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL

[P} Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice" arr. G. Martin"
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