
 
 

The Song of Mary  
December 18, 2024 

 

T PREPARATION T 
 

PRELUDE                               "Watchman, Tell Us of the Night"              arr. L. Leatherman                

                                           "Come thou Precious Ransom, Come"           setting: H. Gehrke 



2 

 

WELCOME 
 

Stand 

INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                                                   Psalm 124:8 
 

P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P In this season of penitence and reflection, let us think of our unworthiness; confess 

before God that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed; and ask for His 

merciful forgiveness. 

C Almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to life 

everlasting. Amen. 
  

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only 

Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. May the God of peace 

Himself sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound 

and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

HYMN                             “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”                      LSB 350 
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Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt., Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                        Psalm 27:1, 4, 7–8, 13–14 
 

A The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the 

stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

C One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in 

the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 

LORD and to inquire in His temple. 
  

A Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! 

C You have said, “Seek My face.” My heart says to You, “Your face, LORD, do I 

seek.” 
  

A I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living! 

C Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the 

LORD! 

 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray.  Almighty Father, by the advent of whose Son into the world the 

kingdom of heaven is open to all who believe in Him: grant us Your Holy Spirit so 

that we may believe in Him with our whole heart and so serve Him in our daily 

lives, that when He comes again we may, together with Mary, our Lord’s mother; 

the prophets of old; and all of the faithful, by Your mercy be gathered together into 

the Kingdom that abides eternal in the heavens; through Your mercy, O God, who 

lives and reigns forever, world without end. 

C Amen. 

 

P This next hymn, “O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild,” written in Germany in the 

seventeenth century, is appropriate for Advent, the season that heralds the coming 

of Christ. With few words, the text tells the story of salvation: the Word of God 

become flesh to rescue sinners. He was born of the virgin Mary and carried out His 

work of reconciliation. His death on the cross has ransomed us, stayed God’s 

righteous anger at sinful mankind, and redeemed the world of which we are part. 

Filled with joy, we strive to stay “faithful, strong, and true” to Jesus. 
 

HYMN                                “O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild”                            LSB 546 

 

 

 

 
Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Geoffrey W. Daisley, 1877–1939, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Frieda Pietsch, 1904–82, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                        Daniel 7:13–14 
 

A      I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven 

 there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days 

 and was presented before him. And to him was given dominion 

 and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages 

 should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 

 which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one 

 that shall not be destroyed. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM, ! Font Side, @ Pulpit Side                                                                       Psalm 26 
 

A Vindicate me, O LORD, for I have walked in my integrity, and I have trusted in the 

LORD without wavering. 

C Prove me, O LORD, and try me; test my heart and my mind. 
  

A For Your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in Your faithfulness. 

! I do not sit with men of falsehood, nor do I consort with hypocrites. I hate the 

assembly of evildoers, and I will not sit with the wicked. 

@ I wash my hands in innocence and go around Your altar, O LORD, proclaiming 

thanksgiving aloud, and telling all Your wondrous deeds. 
  

A O LORD, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

C Do not sweep my soul away with sinners, nor my life with bloodthirsty men, 

in whose hands are evil devices, and whose right hands are full of bribes. 
  

A But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity; redeem me, and be gracious to me. 

C My foot stands on level ground; in the great assembly I will bless the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  

THE EPISTLE READING                                                                          Colossians 3:12–17 
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A   Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a 

complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so 

you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 

which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

HYMN                                    “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”                  LSB 386 sts. 1–3 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt., Tune: German, 14th cent., Text and tune: Public domain 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                  Luke 1:46-56 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

P  And Mary said, 

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

 For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 

their hearts; he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

 and exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry with good 

things, and the rich he has sent empty away. He has helped his servant Israel, 

 in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, 

 to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Chris 

 

Sit  

SERMON   

 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY                       “O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus so Mild"                    arr. E. Lorenz 
 

Stand 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                           LSB 159 
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THE LITANY 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 
 

P God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 
 

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 
 

P God the Holy Spirit, 
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C have mercy. 
 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 
 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 
 

P From all sin, from all error, from all evil; From the crafts and assaults of the devil; 

from sudden and evil death; From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; 

from sedition and from rebellion; From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by 

fire and water; and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your Baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by 

Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; 

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, 

the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
 

P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and 

in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
 

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 
 

P To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers 

of Your church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word 

and to sustain them in holy living; To put an end to all schisms and causes of 

offense; to bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived; 

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and 

to accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and 

help the weakhearted and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
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P To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and 

strife; to give our country Your protection in every time of need; 

To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and protect our 

magistrates and all our people; To watch over and help all who are in danger, 

necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all who travel; 

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing 

happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for 

them; To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in 

bondage; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 

P To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give 

and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our 

prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 
 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 
 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 
 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 
 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

 



LORD’S PRAYER, As shown on forward screens 

 

CLOSING COLLECT 
 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, Judge and King, when the time had fully come, You sent 

Your Son, born of a virgin, for us and for our salvation. Come, Lord Jesus, with Your 

grace to all the places of the world where people desperately need You. Come and 

give us the gift of Yourself; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION      
                                                                  

P The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless 

and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN                                  “The Night Will Soon Be Ending”                       LSB 337 
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Text: Jochen Klepper, 1903–42; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007, Tune: Welsh, Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 

no. 110004811, Tune: Public domain 

 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL                                        
 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE                           “The Night Will Soon Be Ending"         setting: M. Rotermund 
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