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THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 

 

March 31, 2024 
 

T PREPARATION T 
 

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran 

Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further 

study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual 

and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. 

 

PRELUDE                                         “A Resurrection Fanfare"                                  L. Smith 

                                                      “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today"                           arr. R. Lau 

 

WELCOME                                                                                    Reverend Richard Willsea 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                          Psalm 118:24 
 

P The light of Christ! 

C Thanks be to God! 
  

P All of you choirs of angels and saints in heaven before us: 

C Rejoice at Christ’s victory over death. 
  

P Now, heaven and earth, even all of creation: 

C Rejoice, for the eternal darkness has been defeated. 
  

P Rejoice, brothers and sisters in Christ both here and around the world! 

C Our Lord has kept all God’s promises! 
  

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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P This is the day that the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. Alleluia! 

 

Stand 

HYMN                                         “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”                                       LSB 457 
 

 

 

 

 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P We cannot enter God’s presence as we are. Our sinful condition falls short of the 

glory of God. Let us therefore give voice to those sins, confessing our faults and 

failures to one another and to God Himself. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
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heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
  

P Rejoice and be glad! God has not merely overlooked your faults; He has not missed 

your failures; and He knows the frailty of the human condition. Rather, He became 

one of us as Jesus, who died to pay for every sin or yours and your sinfulness itself. 

Jesus not only paid the penalty; on this day our heavenly Father proclaimed to all 

the world that He accepted the payment. Your sins are forgiven indeed! 

In the stead and by the command of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

HYMN                                    “Christ Is Risen, Christ Is Living”                  LSB 479 sts. 1-3 
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY                                          Chaplain Joe Seifert 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, You have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. 

C Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may 

be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; 
  

P through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 25:6–9 

A 6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7And he will swallow up on this mountain 

 the covering that is cast over all peoples, 

 the veil that is spread over all nations. 

 8He will swallow up death forever; 

and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 

 and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

 for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, 

 “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 

 This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 

 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE                                                                                               1 Corinthians 15:1–11 
 

A   1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received, in which you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to 

the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 

 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died 

for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was 

raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to 

Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers 

at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 

appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an 

apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am 

what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked 

harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 
11Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

SR. CHOIR                                    “Alleluia, Christ Is Alive!”                                     J. Raney 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 16:1–8 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 1When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James 

and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early 

on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3And 

they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the 

entrance of the tomb?” 4And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled 

back—it was very large. 5And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on 

the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6And he said to 
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them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 

risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples 

and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he 

told you.” 8And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and 

astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 

afraid. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

HYMN                                “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”                     LSB 465 
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SERMON                                                                                      Reverend Richard Willsea 

 

11:00 Service  

CONFIRMATION, (please see insert) Melissa, Christian, Trinity, Israel Brindis De Salas 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED, 9:30 service only 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

He lives to intercede for us before the Father. With confidence, let us present to 

God our petitions for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus. 

For the holy Christian Church throughout the world, that it may be found without 

fault at the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A For all believers in the Lord Jesus that their lives may testify to His resurrection, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the peace of the whole world, that a spirit of respect may grow among nations 

and peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A For those in positions of public trust in all levels of government, that they may 

serve justice and promote the welfare and dignity of every person, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who suffer because of poverty, persecution, or sickness, [especially . . .], and 

all others we name in our hearts [silence], that they may know the healing power of 

the risen Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A For those who grieve because of the death of their loved ones, [especially . . .], that 

through the sure hope of the resurrection of Christ, God would wipe away the tears 

from their eyes and give them comfort, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show 

forth God’s glory in all that we do, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

A For all who come this day to the feast of our Lord’s body and blood, that their faith 

be strengthened, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

A Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

OFFERING 

 

BLESSING OF THE GLOKENSPIEL, 9:30 AM Service                    Reverend Richard Willsea 
 

The Glockenspiel was purchased with a grant from Thrivent Financial for a start-up 

towards the Children’s Choir. This unique instrument will provide a pleasant, joyful sound 

to enhance the worship experience of not only the children, but also for the entire 

congregation.  It is dedicated to the glory of God in praise of His goodness and mercy. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Make two silver trumpets. 

Of hammered work you shall make them, and you shall use them for summoning 

the congregation and for breaking camp. And when both are blown, all the 

congregation shall gather themselves to you at the entrance of the tent of 

meeting.” Therefore, it is fitting that these bells be sanctified by the Word of God 

and prayer to call us to the services of God’s house. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, by Your servant Moses You commanded two silver 

trumpets to be made for the convocation of solemn assemblies. Accept our 

offering of these bells and bless them with Your heavenly benediction. Grant that 

this generation and those to come may be called by them to hear Your Word and 

praise Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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C Amen. 

 The bells are briefly sounded as the Pastor names each person of the Holy Trinity. 
 

P The Lord Almighty, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless these bells and 

those who hear them. 

C Amen. 
 

 The bells may now be sounded in praise of God. The service continues with the 

children’s choir singing. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR                            “He’s Alive”                                              Tom Fetke 

 

VOLUNTARY                       “I Know that My Redeemer Liveth”                     arr. S. Keeney 

 

T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

 

PREFACE                                                                                               Chaplain Joe Seifert 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are 

we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the 

world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 

restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and 

with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS                                                                                                           LSB 161 
 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You did not spare Your only Son, but 

gave Him into death that we might have life. Though we cannot understand Your 

love or comprehend eternity, we lift our voices in thanksgiving and pray You to 

strengthen us through this Sacrament to serve as Your witnesses. 

C Give us opportunity, use our gifts, and move us by Your Holy Spirit to tell the 

news of Jesus’ victory over death each day that You give us for loving service. 
  

P Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be 

all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

  as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

  For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN            “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”                         LSB 461 
 

 

 

 
 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 
 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 
 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 
 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 



15 

 

VOLUNTARY                               “Low in the Grave He Lay”                             arr. L. Smith 

                     “Alleluia! Christ is Risen”                          arr. C. Penfield 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                                                     LSB 165 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, that You have 

refreshed us through this gift of life, forgiveness, and salvation. Strengthen us by 

this Sacrament to announce this gracious Good News so that many may join us at 

the Lamb’s high feast; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN                               “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”                             LSB 477 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL                                       Reverend Richard Willsea                 
 

A Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                             “The Strife is O'er, the Battle Done”                       arr. R. Lau 
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