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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

March 10, 2024 
 

T PREPARATION T 
 

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran 

Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further 

study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual 

and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. 

 

PRELUDE                                       “A Morning Trumpeting"                                    F. Ritter 

                                                     “My Song is Love Unknown"                  setting: J. Vicker 
 

WELCOME 

 

Stand 

HYMN                                         “My Song Is Love Unknown”                                  LSB 430 
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5 They rise and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 

    The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He 

    To suff’ring goes 

    That He His foes 

From thence might free. 
 

6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 

    But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 

    Heav’n was His home 

    But mine the tomb 

Wherein He lay. 
 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 

 

INVOCATION 
                                                                                               

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                 John 3:16 
 

P God so loved the world, 

C that He gave His only Son, 
  

P that whoever believes in Him should not perish 

C but have eternal life. 
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 P Our Lenten journey leads us to the cross where Jesus gave His life, 

C and then to the resurrection and eternal life. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P Though Christ has loved us with this genuine love that gives us eternal life, we 

sometimes ignore His love and refuse to share Christ’s love with others. Still, our 

heavenly Father is merciful, and He invites us to draw near to Him in hope and 

confidence to ask for His grace. 
  

 Silence for reflection. 
  

P Heavenly Father, 

C we have sinned against You and against our neighbors. We have not loved 

You with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

have not loved our enemies. Forgive us, renew our love, on account of Jesus. 

Amen. 
  

P Jesus Christ was lifted up on the tree of the cross so that we might be forgiven. His 

genuine love is for the world and is for you. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. We are forgiven by the genuine love of Jesus. 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 P Let us pray. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every 

morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children 

and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily 

acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve 

You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Numbers 21:4–9 
 

The Word is read… 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                 Psalm 107:1–9; antiphon: v. 19 

 

1Oh give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good,* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever! 
2Let the redeemed of the LORD | say so,* 

 whom he has redeemed from | trouble 
3and gathered in | from the lands,* 

 from the east and from the west, 

 from the north and | from the south. 

4Some wandered in | desert wastes,* 

 finding no way to a city to | dwell in; 
5hungry and | thirsty,* 

 their soul fainted with- | in them. 
6Then they cried to the LORD in their | trouble,* 

 and he delivered them from | their distress. 
7He led them by a | straight way* 

 till they reached a city to | dwell in. 
8Let them thank the LORD for his | steadfast love,* 

 for his wondrous works to the chil- | dren of men! 
9For he satisfies the | longing soul,* 

 and the hungry soul he fills | with good things. 

 

EPISTLE                                                                                                       Ephesians 2:1–10 
 

The Word is read… 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

VERSE   
 

P For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son,  

C that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  John 2:13–25 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 The Gospel is read… 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR                                                                      Led by Merna Ahlemeyer 

 

Sit 

SERMON                                        

 

HYMN                               “God Loved the World So That He Gave”                      LSB 571 
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5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally!

Stand 

NICENE CREED 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
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  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
    

P Lord Jesus Christ, as we come before You with our prayers and petitions, we thank 

You for Your genuine love, and we pray, Jesus, may our hearts be burning 

C with more fervent love for You. 
  

A Lord Jesus Christ, show Your love to all those who have experienced broken 

families, homes, and churches. Surround them with Your love and with people who 

will love them as You love them. Jesus, may our hearts be burning 

C with more fervent love for You. 
  

P Lord Jesus Christ, extend Your love to all those who have abandoned the faith. 

Strengthen us to lovingly invite them toward Your genuine love for the world. 

Jesus, may our hearts be burning 

C with more fervent love for You. 
  

A Lord Jesus Christ, in Your earthly life You experienced the death of those You loved. 

Bring Your comfort to all those who are suffering in such grief. Point them to the 

hope of eternal life with You. Jesus, may our hearts be burning 

C with more fervent love for You. 
  

P Lord Jesus Christ, be present with all those who are single. Encourage them with 

the love of friends and family. Provide caring people to remind them that they are 

not alone. Jesus, may our hearts be burning 

C with more fervent love for You. 
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A Lord Jesus Christ, You have prepared many good works for us to do in our earthly 

lives. Give us courage to do those good works with joy, expecting nothing in return, 

knowing we are saved by grace alone. Jesus, may our hearts be burning 

C with more fervent love for You. 
  

P Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially . . .]. 

Have mercy upon them and restore them to health according to Your wisdom. 

Jesus, may our hearts be burning 

C with more fervent love for You. 
  

A Lord Jesus, we commend all of these people and situations into Your hands, for 

You have promised in love to hear our prayers; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY                                  “God So Loved the World”                arr. L. Leatherman 

 

Stand 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                              LSB 176 
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T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

 

PREFACE 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for 

many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the 

paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS                                                LSB 178 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
   

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                           LSB 180 
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Sit 

DISTRIBUTION  

HYMN                                          “What Wondrous Love Is This”  LSB 543 

 

 

 

 
 

VOLUNTARY                           "What Wondrous Love Is This”                        arr. H. DeCou 
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Stand 

NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                             LSB 182 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                                   “Jesus Loves Me”  LSB 588 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL                                            
 

A Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                                             “Finale”                                             arr. S.D. Wolff 
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