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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
February 25, 2024

-+ PREPARATION -

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper...The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran
Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only
bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to
strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that
they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and
blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith
which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession
differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to
receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further
study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; | Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual
and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request.

PRELUDE “Allegro” arr. K. Norris
“Chief of Sinners Though | Be" arr. A. Giamanco
WELCOME
Stand
HYMN “"Chief of Sinners Though | Be” LSB 611
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2 Oh, the height of Je - sus’ love, High - er than the
30n - ly Je - sus can im - part Balm to  heal the
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blood for me, Died that I  might live on  high,
heav’ns a - bove, Deep - er than the depths of sea,
wound -ed heart, Peace that flows from sin for - giv’'n,
all to  me; All my wants to Him are known,
and Your Word! When my way - ward heart would stray,
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Lives that I might nev - er die. As the branch is
Last-ing as e - ter - mni - ty! Love that found me—
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, Faith and hope to
All my sor-rows are His own. He sus - tains  the
Keep me in the nar - row way; Grace in time  of
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to the vine, I am His, and He is mine.
won - drous thought! Found me when I  sought Him not.
walk with God In the way that E - noch trod.
hid - den life Safe with Him from earth - ly strife.
need sup - ply While I live and when I die.
INVOCATION

@) In the name of the Father and of the "} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

[P} Our hope in Christ is strong and living, yet we have often taken for granted the
profound reality of Christ's death for us. We have ignored how weak and ungodly
we have been. Still, our heavenly Father grants us access to His throne of grace, to

ask for His forgiveness.
Silence for reflection.

Heavenly Father,

®

we have not rejoiced in suffering but have given up easily. We have lacked

integrity and acted shamefully. And we have even despaired of life itself.
Have mercy upon us, and reconcile us back to You, so that we may rejoice

once more, on account of Jesus. Amen.

At just the right time, while we were still weak and ungodly, Jesus Christ died for us
and reconciled us to God. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. We are forgiven and are at peace with God.



I+ SERVICE OF THE WORD -«

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray. O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty
power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

The Word is read...

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 22:23-31; antiphon: v. 22
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23You who fear the LORD, praise him!

All you offspring of Jacob, glo- | rify him,*

and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of | Israel!
*For he has not despised or abhorred

the affliction of the afflicted,
and he has not hidden his | face from him,*

but has heard, when he | cried to him.

2>From you comes my praise in the great congre- | gation;*
my vows | will perform before those who | fear him.
6The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied;



those who seek him shall | praise the LORD!*
May your hearts live for- | ever!

Al the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn | to the LORD,*

and all the families of the nations
shall worship be- | fore you.

28For kingship belongs | to the LORD,*
and he rules over the | nations.

29All the prosperous of the earth eat and | worship;*
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
even the one who could not keep him- | self alive.
%posterity shall | serve him;*
it shall be told of the Lord to the coming gener- | ation;
3'they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people | yet unborn,*
that he has | done it.

EPISTLE Romans 5:71-11
The Word is read...

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
VERSE

P} If anyone would come after Me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 8:27-38

P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

The Gospel is read...



P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
HYMN “Lord, Thee | Love with All My Heart” LSB 708
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me de - part, With ten-der mer-cy cheer me. Earth
all I have In  this poor life of la - bor. Lord,
bear me home, That I may die un - fear - ing; And

has no plea-sure 1 would share. Yea, heav’n it - self were
grant that I in ev - 'ty place May glo - ri - fy Thy
in its nar - row cham-ber keep My bod - y safe in
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void and bare If Thou, Lord, wert not near me. And should my
lav - ish grace And help and serve my neigh - bor. Let no false

peace-ful sleep Un - til Thy re- ap-pear - ing. And then from

heart for  sor-row break, My trust in Thee can noth-ing shake.
doc - trine  me be- guile; Let Sa - tan not my soul de - file.
death a - wak-en me, That these mine eyes with joy may see,
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blood my soul has bought. Lord Je - sus Christ, my God and
cross and fol - low Thee. Lord Je - sus Christ, my God and
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Lord, my God and Lord, For - sake me not! I trust Thy Word.
Lord, my God and Lord, In death Thy com - fort still af - ford.
tend, my prayer at - tend, And I will praise Thee with - out end.
SERMON
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Reception of Members by Transfer, 77:00
Linda and Philip Hodge, Leon and Deborah Mills

Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “Whoever confesses
Me before men, | will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever
denies Me before men, | will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up
your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what |
now ask you in the name of the Lord.

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the
gifts that God gave you in your Baptism?
Yes, | do.

Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?
Yes, | renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord,
and in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, | believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of
God and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from them and
confessed in the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?

| do.

Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully?



&

I do, by the grace of God.

Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed
to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?

B /do, by the grace of God.

P} Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all,
even death, rather than fall away from it?

B /do, by the grace of God.

Do you desire to become a member of this congregation?

@B /do.

[P} Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with your
prayers and the gifts God has given you?

B / will, with the help of God.

[P} Upon this your confession of faith, | acknowledge publicly that you are members of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation. Receive the Lord's
Supper and participate with us in all the blessings of salvation that our Lord has
given to His Church, in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Stand

P] Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great
goodness in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your
Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and
with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that by Your Word and Spirit
they may continue steadfast in the one true faith in the fellowship of this
congregation as together we await the day when all who have fought the good
fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

The pastor may extend the right hand of fellowship, greeting each by name. The rite concludes

with the following blessing:



[P} The grace of our I+ Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Amen.

The new members return to their places.

Stand
NICENE CREED, 8:00 & 9:30 Services

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,



who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P

(P)

> @
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Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend,
and | will praise Thee without end.

Lord Jesus Christ, be mercifully present among all those who suffer, leading them
to the hope that is only in You. Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend,
and | will praise Thee without end.

Lord Jesus Christ, soften our hearts to all those we would proclaim as our enemies.
Remind us that we are weak and ungodly. Bring to our remembrance that You have
died for all people. Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend,

and | will praise Thee without end.

Lord Jesus Christ, on the cross You took on our pain and punishment and death.
Bring Your comfort to all those who are suffering in grief. Comfort them with the
profound reality that You not only died but rose from death and will raise us from
the dead on the Last Day to eternal life. Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend,

and | will praise Thee without end.

Lord Jesus Christ, bring Your strength and hope to all those who struggle with
mental illness. Help them find the support they need. Remove the stigma around
mental illness from our churches and communities. To all those in deepest need,
bring Your peace and joy. Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend,

and | will praise Thee without end.

Lord Jesus Christ, grant that the nations and peoples of the world might live in
peace. Put an end to all violence and war. Lead us to be the first to beat our swords
into plowshares and our spears into pruning hooks. Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer
attend,

and | will praise Thee without end.
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P} Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially . . .].
Have mercy upon them and lead them out of their suffering to hope. Lord Jesus
Christ, my prayer attend,

and | will praise Thee without end.

Lord Jesus, we commend all of these people and situations into Your hands, for
You have promised to hear our prayers and intercede for us, for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OFFERING

VOLUNTARY "More Love to Thee, O Christ” arr. D. Wagner

Stand
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I« SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT -}

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

® =

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

® =

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

® =

PROPER PREFACE

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for
many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the
paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 178
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My 1 blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

13



PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

[P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI

[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

14



AGNUS DEI LSB 180
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DISTRIBUTION
HYMN “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” LSB 423
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from the world a - bove: Of - ten have Your eyes, of - fend - ed,
thorn-en - cir - cled brow? Yet Your sin - less death has brought us
hold Your cross a - new Till in glo-ry, part-ed nev - er
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grace has taught us  Calms the sin - ner’s deep dis - tress.
hearts for - ev - er, Dwell the cross, the Cru - ci - fied.
VOLUNTARY "Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”
Stand
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;

arr. K. Kosche

LSB 182
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

(P} Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.

Amen.
CLOSING HYMN “Not All the Blood of Beasts” LSB 431
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Not all the blood of beasts On Jew-ish al - tars slain

1

2 But Christ, the heav’'n-ly Lamb, Takes all our sins a - way;
3 My faith would lay its hand On that dear head of Thine,
4
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My soul looks back to see  The bur-den Thou didst bear
Be - liev - ing, we re - joice To see the curse re - move;

Could give the guilt -y con-science peace Or wash a- way the stain.
A sac -ri - fice of no - bler name And rich - er blood than they.
While as a pen -1 - tent I stand, And there con-fess my sin.
When hang-ing on the curs - ed tree; I  know my guilt was there.
We bless the Lamb with cheer - ful voice And sing His bleed-ing love.
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Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL

Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “"Come We That Love the Lord”

arr. T. Birchwood
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