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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

February 18, 2024 
 

T PREPARATION T 
 

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace 

Lutheran Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into 

our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord 

invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to 

forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he 

comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily do so to their 

great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at 

this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from 

that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For 

further study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used 

in the individual and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer 

is available upon request. 

 

PRELUDE                                        “The Courts of Praise"                                      B. Logan 

                                                “A Mighty Fortress is Our God"                        arr. R. Wilson 

 

WELCOME 

 

Stand 

HYMN                                         “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”                                  LSB 656 
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INVOCATION 
                                                                                               

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P Though we are baptized and united with Jesus, we often act as if we were 

separated from Jesus. There are times when we fall prey to Satan and his 

temptations. There are times when sin reigns within us. Still, our heavenly Father is 

merciful, and He invites us to draw near to Him in repentance, asking for 

forgiveness. 
  

 Silence for reflection. 
  

P Heavenly Father, 

C we have ignored Your help in resisting Satan and His temptations. We have 

sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. Yet our entire lives 

are lives of repentance. Have mercy on us. Forgive our sins, and lead us in 

righteousness, on account of Jesus. Amen. 
  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son, Jesus Christ, to endure temptation, 

suffering, and death for us and our salvation. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. We are forgiven. We are baptized into Christ. 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and 

brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that 

following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the 

glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 

 



5 

 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 22:1–18 

 

The Word is read… 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                                                                       Psalm 25:1–10; antiphon: v. 14 

 

1To you, | O LORD,* 

 I lift | up my soul. 
2O my God, in you I trust; 

 let me not be | put to shame;* 

 let not my enemies exult | over me. 
3Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame;* 

 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous. 

4Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;* 

 teach me | your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my sal- | vation;* 

 for you I wait all the | day long. 

6Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your | steadfast love,* 

 for they have been | from of old. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth or my trans- | gressions;* 

 according to your steadfast love remember me, 

 for the sake of your goodness, | O LORD! 

8Good and upright | is the LORD;* 

 therefore he instructs sinners | in the way. 
9He leads the humble in | what is right,* 

 and teaches the humble | his way. 
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10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and | faithfulness,* 

 for those who keep his covenant and his testi- | monies. 

 

EPISTLE                                                                                                          James 1:12–18 
 

The Word is read… 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                 Pastor Willsea  

 

Stand 

VERSE   
 

P Put on the whole armor of God, 

C that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  Mark 1:9-15 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 The Gospel is read… 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

HYMN                                  “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”                               LSB 594 
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SERMON                                       “God’s Love Does it all” 

 

Stand 
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NICENE CREED 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH     
   

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 
  

A Lord God, You are our sword and shield against the attacks of Satan. As we journey 

through this Lenten season, protect us from the assaults of the devil, remind us of 

our Baptism, and keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. 

For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 
  

P Lord God, every good and perfect gift comes from You. Thank You for the many 

blessings You have poured into our lives. Help us to accept what You give and ask 

for what we need. Protect us from a life of perpetual dissatisfaction and lead us 

toward a life of gratitude. 

For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 
  

A Lord God, You sent Jesus into our world to bear our temptations and share in our 

sorrows. Bring Your comfort to all those who are suffering in grief, [especially . . .]. 

Point them to the hope of resurrection and eternal life with You. 

For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 
  

P Lord God, we pray for all those who are not yet baptized into Christ, that the Spirit 

would lead them toward the promises of Baptism and the family of the church. 

For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 
  

A Lord God, we pray for our nation and its leaders. For President Biden and Vice 

President Harris and their staffs, for Congress and all lawmakers, for the Supreme 

Court and all judges. We pray that You, Lord, would make Your ways and paths 

known to them, that You would lead them in the truth and teach them. 

For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 
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P Lord God, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially 

. . . ]. Have mercy upon them and restore them to health according to Your will. 

For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 
  

A Lord God, we commend all of these people and situations into Your hands, for You 

have promised to hear our prayers, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY                              “Settled in the Peace of God”                          L. Warriner 

 

Stand 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                              LSB 176 
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T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

 

PREFACE 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for 

many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the 

paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS                                                LSB 178 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
   

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI                                                                                                           LSB 180 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION  

HYMN                                         “O Lord, We Praise Thee”  LSB 617 
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VOLUNTARY                                "O Lord, We Praise Thee”                   setting: W. Hennig                                                         

 

Stand 

NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                             LSB 182 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                       “O Christ, You Walked the Road”  LSB 424 
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Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL                                            
 

A Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                                          “Jubilate Deo”                                      arr. P. Kreckel 
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NOTES 
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