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LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR
November 26, 2023
-« PREPARATION -

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper...The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran
Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only
bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to
strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his
words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that
they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and
blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith
which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession
differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to
receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further
study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; | Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual
and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request.

PRELUDE "Where Charity and Love Prevail" setting: C. Callahan
“Come, thou Almighty King" Arr. L. Smith
WELCOME
Stand
HYMN “Come, Thou Almighty King” LSB 905
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1 Come, Thou al - might - vy King, Help us  Thy
2 Come, Thou in - car - nate  Word, Gird on Thy
3 Come, ho - ly Com - fort - er Thy sa - cred
A 4 To Thee, great One in Three, E - ter - nal
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name to sing; Help us to praise; Fa - ther all-
might - y sword; Our prayer at - tend. Come and Thy
wit - ness bear In this glad  hour! Thou, who al -
prais - es be Hence ev - er - more! Thy  sov-’reign
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glo - ri - ous, O’er all vic - to - r1i- ous,
peo - ple bless, And give Thy Word suc - cess,
might - 'y art, Now rule in ev - 'ty heart,
maj - es -ty May we in glo - 1y see,
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Come and reign o - ver us, An - cient of Days.
And let Thy righ - teous-ness On us de - scend.
And ne’er from  us de - part, Spir - it of pow'’r.
And to e - ter - ni -ty Love and a - dore.
INVOCATION
P] In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
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Let us confess our unworthiness and ask His grace and mercy.

Through Ezekiel, God said that He would “search for My sheep and will seek them
out.”

We confess that we have wandered away as erring sheep, preferring the
pleasures of this world rather than the rich pastures You have provided.
Forgive us, O Lord.

Paul wrote that “God has put all things in subjection under [Christ's] feet.”
We confess that we have not always been loyal subjects of our Lord, but have
made decisions based on our own thoughts and desires. Forgive us, O Lord.

Jesus foretold that He will judge people about how they treated others—the
hungry, strangers, and prisoners.

We confess that we have not always sought to share Your love and meet the
needs of the people around us. We cannot change without Your grace, mercy,
and strength. Forgive us, O Lord.

Rejoice! The One who comes to judge is the same Jesus who is the one who gave
His body and shed His blood for you on the cross. He is the first to rise from death,
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and by His grace we shall follow Him to His eternal kingdom. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the 1+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Thanks be to God.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us to the Lord.

pray
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have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.

D)

A - men.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world;

have mer-cy

LSB 154
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,

You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

the living and the dead.
Enable us to wait for the day of His return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom
prepared for Your own from the foundation of the world;

@
[P) Let us pray. Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of
@

P) through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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I« SERVICE OF THE WORD I
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

The word is read...

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GRADUAL

Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

Blessed are those whose strength is in You,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

EPISTLE READING
The word is read...

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
VERSE

1 Corinthians 15:20-28

Revelation 22:13

@) Alleluia. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,

the beginning and the end. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 25:31-46

[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.

Glory You, O Lord.
The word is read...

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
HYMN “Where Charity and Love Prevail” LSB 845
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1 Where char - 1 - ty and love pre - vail There
2 With grate - ful joy and ho - ly fear His
3 For - give we  now each oth - er’s  faults As
4 Let strife a - mong us be un - known; Let
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God is ev - er found; Brought here to - geth - er
char - i - ty we learn; Let us with heart and
we our faults con - fess, And let us love each
all con - ten - tion cease; Be God’s the glo - ry
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by  Christ’s love By love are we thus bound.
mind and soul Now love Him in re - turn.
oth - er well In Chris - tian ho - 1li - ness.
that we seek; Be ours His ho - ly peace.

5 Let us recall that in our midst
Dwells Christ, His only Son;
As members of His body joined
We are in Him made one.

SERMON

Stand

NICENE CREED

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

6 For love excludes no race or clan
That names the Savior's name;
His family embraces all

Whose Father is the same.



and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P)

Let us pray for people here and around the world who are destitute, fearful of
God's wrath, shunned by society, unjustly accused, or dealing with issues of health.
As You have promised, Lord our God, seek out, we pray, those who, devoid of basic
necessities, face today without homes, with few possessions, and an uncertain
future.

For the sake of our Good Shepherd, lead them to the food, shelter, and
security they desperately need.

With the Gospel in the hearts and on the lips of Christ's Church, heavenly Father,
enable our brothers and sisters to answer the spiritual thirst of people here and
around the world.

Grant them faith that they may join us in singing praise to You, the rock of
our salvation.

Many of the people we see each day are lonely strangers, gracious Lord; but their
hopes and fears are known to You.



Increase our faith, Lord Jesus, that we may reach out to them with the news of
Your resurrection and the Kingdom You so graciously offer to all. Guide the
Church wherever people gather around Your Word for nourishment and
strength.

Shower Your blessings, O Holy Spirit, on all whose vocations work for the common
good—those who till the soil and tend flocks; those who prepare and distribute
food, clothing, and shelter; those who maintain peace at home and abroad; those
who are first to respond in emergencies; and those who treat illnesses of all sorts.
Guide them, Lord of all, to use the gifts You have given them, so that praise
may resound to You, the Lord, our Maker.

Where people are forgotten, unjustly imprisoned, or oppressed in any way, O God,
surround them with caring people intent on meeting their physical and spiritual
needs.

Use us to serve You and love them according to Your gracious plans for us all.

Additional bids may be added.

Into Your hands we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting Your
mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING OF BIBLES FOR USE IN THE CHURCH

P)
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Dearly beloved, the Lord God by His Holy Spirit has caused all Scripture to be
“written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” Such learning takes place
when we hear “the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit
with patience.”

It is fitting that these Bibles sanctified by the Word of God and prayer for use in the
services of our Lord.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

The Lord be with you.
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And also with you.

(P}  Letus pray.
O God, You have given us Your holy Word to be a lamp to our feet and a light to
our path. We implore You to bless these Bibles. Enlighten the hearts and minds of
those who read from them, and open the ears of all who hear the Gospel
proclaimed from them, that by Your Spirit they may earnestly hold fast to Him who
is the way, the truth, and the life, even Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
(P}  The Lord Almighty, the Father, the *}- Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless these Bibles for
use in His holy Church.
Amen.
PAX DOMINI
[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Sit
OFFERING
VOLUNTARY “Jesus Calls Us" arr. F. Ritter
Stand
OFFERTORY “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” LSB 793 st. 1
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Ev - er - more His prais - es  sing: Al - le - lu - ia,
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al - le - lu - ial Praise the ev - er - last-ing King.

I+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT -
PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

N BF

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the
form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen
from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

P] In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My -} blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
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[P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be Thy name, who trespass against us;
Thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
Thy will be done on earth but deliver us from evil.
as it is in heaven; For Thine is the kingdom

give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory
and forgive us our trespasses forever and ever. Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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Sit

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” LSB 709
N | . — .
AT H— JGHI —— e ——1 —

I%j — - E’ & 17 P m——
1 The King of love my shep - herd is,  Whose good - ness
2 Where streams of 1liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear
i 9 b — — — I—) = —  —
Heay? > e ——— e ¢ —
Q) I — I I I ' I
fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
soul He lead - eth And, where the ver - dant
love He  sought me  And on His shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, Thy rod and  staff my
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I am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth.
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so through all the length of days

Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

arr. G. Peterson

LSB 165

VOLUNTARY “The King of Love My Shepherd Is"
Stand
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filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which You have pre-
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now,

POST COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
(P

et

and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.

Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the

Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the

day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;

P)
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -1+ give you peace.

Amen.

HYMN

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

LSB 851
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1 Lord of glo - ry, You have bought wus With Your
2 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You Glad - ly,
3 Won -drous hon - or  You have giv - en To our
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sen - tence, “You have done it all to Me”
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Give us  faith to  trust You bold - ly, Hope, to
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You, at length be - lieve That more hap - py
deign  for alms to sue, Say - ing by Your
stay our souls on You; But, oh, best of
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and more bless - ed ’Tis
poor and need - y, “Give
all Your grac - es, With

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL

|

Your own un - spar - ing hand.
to give than to re - ceive.
as 1 have giv’n  to you”?

Your love our love re - new.
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P} Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE "He Is Exalted" arr. F. Bock
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