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ARMED FORCES DAY 
 

November 12, 2023 
 

T PREPARATION T 

 
Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran 

Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further 

study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual 

and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. 

 

PRELUDE                  “God of Our Fathers Whose Almighty Hand"                       arr. S. Scott 
                                              “Before You, Lord We Bow"                                      arr. F. Ritter 

WELCOME 

 

RECOGNITION OF ARMED SERVICES 

 

Stand 

The Pledge of Allegiance 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of American and to the 

republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible,  

with liberty and justice for all. 

  

HYMN                                    “Before You, Lord, We Bow”                                   LSB 966 
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Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779–1843, alt. 
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

OPENING PRAYER                       Amos 5:18, 20; 1 Thessalonians 4:13, 16; Matthew 25:6, 10 

A Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why would you have the day of the 

LORD? 

C Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light, and gloom with no 

brightness in it? 

  

A But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, 

that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 

C For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with 

the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. 

  

A At midnight there was a cry, “Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” 

C The bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the 

marriage feast, and the door was shut. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION          Amos 5:24; 1 Thessalonians 4:17–18; Matthew 25:13 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
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C But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
   

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. Merciful Lord, as we await the day 

to come when Christ returns, we grow impatient as we wait. 

C We become distracted by the things of this world that do not last, and have 

given our attention and even devotion to things not beneficial to our faith. 

Forgive us. 
   

A As we await the day to come when Christ returns, we grow impatient with others. 

C We have sinned against others and You in thought, word, and deed. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart, nor loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

Forgive us. 
   

A As we await the day to come when Christ returns, we grow impatient with You. 

C We come to think the day will never come when You make all things new, 

and have let our earthly circumstances cause faith to waiver, despair to 

increase, and doubts to arise. Forgive us. 
 

P But let justice roll down like waters, 

C and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
  

P And so we will always be with the Lord. 

C Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
  

P In His parable, Jesus reminds His people to “watch therefore, for you know neither 

the day nor the hour.” In our watch and in our waiting, the Lord remains faithful to 

His promises of provision, and assurance of grace and forgiveness. Almighty God 

in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

KYRIE                                                                                                                       LSB 152 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                                                                                             LSB 154 
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. Lord God of hosts, stretch forth Your almighty arm to strengthen and 

protect those who serve in the armed forces of our country. Support them in times 

of war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil, giving them courage and 

loyalty. Grant that in all things they may serve with integrity and with honor; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

FIRST READING                                                                                Amos 5:18-24 
 

The word is read… 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM:     (Read in Unison)                                                           Psalm 70; antiphon:  v. 4 
  

 1Make haste, O God, to deliver me! 

 O LORD, make haste to help me! 
2Let them be put to shame and confusion 

 who seek my life! 

Let them be turned back and brought to dishonor 

 who desire my hurt! 
3Let them turn back because of their shame 

 who say, “Aha, Aha!” 
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4May all who seek you 

 rejoice and be glad in you! 

May those who love your salvation 

 say evermore, “God is great!” 
5But I am poor and needy; 

 hasten to me, O God! 

You are my help and my deliverer; 

 O LORD, do not delay! 

 

GRADUAL                                                                          Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5 
 

A These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

C They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
  

A Blessed are those whose strength is in You, 

C in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

 

EPISTLE READING              1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 
                                                                     

The word is read… 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

VERSE                                                                                                            Matthew 25:13 
 

P Alleluia. Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                Matthew 25:1–13 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C Glory be You, O Lord. 
 

The word is read… 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sit 
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HYMN                             “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”                             LSB 516 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON  
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Stand 

APOSTLES CREED 
 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in 

trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P As the Lord invites us to come to Him with petitions and supplications, we 

commonly close our prayers with “Amen.” Derived from a Hebrew verb, amen 

means “certainty” or “to confirm.” As Martin Luther put it, amen means, “Yes, yes, it 

shall be so.” As we await the day of the Lord, we pray in confidence as Scripture 

closes with the words: “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming 

soon.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” We, in our wait, come to our Lord in prayer, 

proclaim our “amens,” and confidently invite Him to come. 
 

Let us pray for the people of God in the Bridegroom, Christ Jesus; His Bride, the 

Church; and for all people according to their needs. 
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Heavenly Father, grant to us all things needful and dissuade us from all things 

harmful. Fill the oil in our lamps, strengthen and nourish our faith, that united, 

together we as Your Church and as Your people confidently and courageously 

shine Your light to our neighbors, our community, and the world. Amen. 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 
   

A Heavenly Father, keep us ready in our waiting for the promised day to come when 

the door is opened and we are welcomed to the wedding feast. In our wait, keep us 

from earthly distractions that would lead us away from You. By Your Holy Spirit, 

keep us prepared to welcome Jesus when He comes in all His glory at the hour and 

the day You have set, as we remain trusting in Your promises made, promises 

fulfilled, and promises to come. Amen. 

C Come, Lord Jesus 
   

P Heavenly Father, You have already called faithful servants from this life as they are 

in Your glorious care and await the resurrection. For we who remain on this earth, 

give comfort and hope to those who grieve, [especially . . .]. For those who struggle 

with health of mind or sickness of body, grant healing according to Your will and 

lasting peace in light of affliction, [especially . . .]. For all those whose needs are 

known only to You and for all who face the afflictions of this life while awaiting the 

Last Day at Your time, grant patience. Amen. 

C Come, Lord Jesus 
   

A Heavenly Father, as we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” awaiting His return, we know that 

in the meantime He even comes to us now through Your Word and Means of 

Grace. In the body and blood given and shed for us in, with, and under the bread 

and wine given and received, forgive us our sins and nourish our faith in our 

waiting that our hearts and lives be reflective of the grace You freely give. Amen. 

C Come, Lord Jesus 
   

P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

OFFERING 
 

VOLUNTARY                           “Jerusalem, My Happy Home"                            arr. L. Smith 
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Mission Minute:   Carol Skinner - Crafters 

 

Stand 

OFFERTORY                        “For the Fruits of His Creation”                              LSB 894  

 

 

 

 
 

T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

PREFACE 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who sustains us with faith, fills us with undeserved grace, and works in us 
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to bear the fruit of the Spirit. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS                                                                                                           LSB 161 
 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

      Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

     For Thine is the kingdom 
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     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI                                                                                                           LSB 197 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                           LSB 163 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN       “Here, O My Lord, I See Three Face to Face”               LSB 631 
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5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness; 

    Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; 

Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 

    Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God. 

 

6 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 

    The feast, though not the love, is past and gone; 

The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here; 

    Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun. 

 

7 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 

    Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 

Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 

    The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89, alt. 
Tune: Henry Lawes, 1595–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                                               LSB 165 
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POST COMMUNION THANKSGIVING                                                              
 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING RESPONSE             Amos 5:24; 1 Thessalonians 4:17–18; Matthew 25:13;  Revelation 22:20–21 

   

P But let justice roll down like waters, 

C and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
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P And so we will always be with the Lord. 

C Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
   

P Watch therefore, 

C for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
   

P He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
  

P The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious unto you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN                                      “Jerusalem, My Happy Home”                       LSB 673 
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5 Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there 

    Around my Savior stand; 

And soon my friends in Christ below 

    Will join the glorious band. 

 

6 O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare 

    For that bright home of love 

That I may see Thee and adore 

    With all Thy saints above. 
Text: F. B. P., 16th cent., alt. 
Tune: American 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL   
                                           

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                               “Wake, Awake for Night is Flying"                     arr. D. Paxton 
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