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REFORMATION SUNDAY  
 

October 29, 2023 
 

T PREPARATION T 

 
Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran 

Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further 

study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual 

and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. 

 

PRELUDE                                  “A Mighty Fortress is Our  God”                   arr. C. Penfield 

                                                           “Thy Strong Word”                                 arr. G. Young 

      

WELCOME 

 

Stand   

HYMN                                                   “Thy Strong Word”                                    LSB 578 
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

 

D 6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 

INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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OPENING SENTENCES                                Jeremiah 18:4, 6; Romans 3:20, 26; adapted 
 

A By works of the law no human being will be justified in God’s sight. 

C God is the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  

A Behold, like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel. 

C The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he 

reworked it into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do. 
  

A As You reshaped the Church at the time of Luther, 

C reshape us in this generation, LORD, to love You with all our hearts and to love 

our neighbors as ourselves, all as a joyful response to Your first loving us. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                           Romans 3:23–24; 2 Corinthians 5:21 
 

A All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

C and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 

Christ Jesus. 
  

A God calls us to confess our sins. We observe a moment of silence for personal 

reflection and confession. 
  

A time of silence. 
  

P God, You formed us in the womb, and You shape our lives to love and honor You 

and our neighbors. 

C Yet we are by nature sinful and separated from You. We sin against You in 

thoughts, words, and actions. For the sake of Jesus, who was tempted in every 

way as we are and yet without sin, we pray for Your forgiveness. 
  

P “For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might 

become the righteousness of God.” Therefore, by the command of Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 
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KYRIE                                                                                                                       LSB 186 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                                                                                         LSB 187 
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Sit 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. Gracious God, 

C we are the clay, You are the potter. 
  

P Form the Church as the place where Your gracious gifts find full expression. 

C Form us into people who receive Your gracious gifts by faith. 
  

P Let Your mercy flow to all who hunger and thirst for righteousness; 

C through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Sit 

FIRST READING                                                                                Revelation 14:6–7 
 

The word is read… 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



7 

 

PSALM, Sung in Unison                                                                   Psalm 46; antiphon: v. 7 

 

1God is our ref- | uge and strength,* 

 a very present help in | trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear though the | earth gives way,* 

 though the mountains be moved into the heart | of the sea, 
3though its waters | roar and foam,* 

 though the mountains tremble at its | swelling. 

4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,* 

 the holy habitation of the | Most High. 
5God is in the midst of her; she shall | not be moved;* 

 God will help her when | morning dawns. 
6The nations rage, the kingdoms | totter;* 

 he utters his voice, the | earth melts. 
7The LORD of hosts is | with us;* 

 the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 

8Come, behold the works | of the LORD,* 

 how he has brought desolations | on the earth. 
9He makes wars cease to the end | of the earth;* 

 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

 he burns the chariots | with fire. 
10“Be still, and know that | I am God.* 

 I will be exalted among the nations, 

 I will be exalted | in the earth!” 
11The LORD of hosts is | with us;* 

 the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 

 

EPISTLE READING                                                                                 Romans 3:19–28 
 

The word is read… 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

HYMN                                         “Have No Fear, Little Flock”               LSB 735 st. 1 
 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                       John 8:31–36 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory be You, O Lord. 
 

The word is read… 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

HYMN                                        “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                            LSB 656 
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SERMON  

 

Stand 
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ATHANASIAN CREED 
 

P Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith. 

C Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish 

eternally. 
  

P And the catholic faith is this, 

C that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the 

persons nor dividing the substance. 
  

A For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another. 

C But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: 

the glory equal, the majesty coeternal. 
  

A Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 

C the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; 
  

A the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

C the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 
  

A And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 

C just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated and 

one Infinite. 
  

P In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit almighty; 

C and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 
  

P So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 

C and yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 
  

P So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 

C and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 
  

P Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct 

person as God and Lord, so also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to say 

that there are three Gods or Lords. 

C The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 
  

A The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone. 
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C The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor 

begotten, but proceeding. 
  

A Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy 

Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 

C And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than 

another; 
  

A but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, so that in 

all things, as has been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be 

worshiped. 

C Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity. 
  

P But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the 

incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time both God and man. 
  

A He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He is 

man, born from the substance of His mother in this age: 

C perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh; 
  

A equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with respect to 

His humanity. 

C Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 
  

A one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the 

assumption of the humanity into God; 

C one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 
  

A For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ, 

C who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day 

from the dead, 
  

P ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, 

from whence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

C At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account 

concerning their own deeds. 
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P And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who have 

done evil into eternal fire. 

C This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly 

cannot be saved. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Filled with God’s grace, founded in faith, and nourished by the Word, let us offer 

our prayers for the Church, the world, and for all people according to their needs. 

For the Church, that we faithfully use our freedom in the Gospel to love and to 

serve both God and neighbor. Preserve the Church from discord and strife. Let the 

world see that we are Yours, O Lord, by our love for one another. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A For those entrusted to govern our nation, state, and local community: Guide them 

and help them to care justly and mercifully for all the people they serve. For the 

members of our armed forces, for victims of warfare and violence, and for our 

enemies, we pray that peace may prevail for all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Let us pray for those who are suffering, those we have named and those we name 

silently in our hearts. [Time of silence]. We pray that their pain and anxiety be 

relieved according to God’s will. For those who mourn the death of loved ones, we 

pray that God calm their troubled hearts and give them peace to face the days 

ahead in the confidence that He will never forsake them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A Let us pray for those who visit this congregation, that they may find here a 

hospitality that bears witness to the kingdom of heaven. For all who travel, we pray 

that they arrive safely at their destinations. For all the households of this 

congregation, grant that they be havens of peace and places where Christ is 

proclaimed and lived. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Let us pray for this holy assembly, that together we use our Gospel freedom 

responsibly. By the Holy Spirit, grant that we all undergo ongoing reformation of 

our hearts and minds and in the proper stewardship of our time, talents, and money, 
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continuing to be faithful partners in ministry. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A Let us give thanks for those who have gone before us and are with the Lord, 

especially Martin Luther and all reformers of the Church. Sustain us in this earthly 

journey so that, trusting in the promises of Jesus, we, too, will know the joy of all 

those who have died in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Holy God, hear these prayers of Your faithful people. By Your grace, grant us those 

things You see that we need for the sake of our Redeemer and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY                            “Have Thine Own Way, Lord"                      arr. D. Wyrtzen 

                                                        “The Potter’s Hand”                                      D. Zschech 

Stand 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                           LSB 192 
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T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 
 

PREFACE 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who gave His life on the cross in order that our hearts may be reshaped 

to reflect not our own goodness but God’s. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS                                                                                                           LSB 195 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

     For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI                                                                                                           LSB 197 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                           LSB 198 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN                      “Lord, We Praise Thee”                                 LSB 617 
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VOLUNTARY                                  “O Lord We Praise Thee"                 setting: P. Gehring 

 

Stand 
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NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                                               LSB 199 

 

  

  

  

 

  

 
 

POST COMMUNION THANKSGIVING                                                              
 

P Let us pray. You, O Lord, are the potter; we the clay. By Christ’s body and blood in 

this Sacrament, You shape us to be the Body of Christ. Send us out from this Table 

forgiven and restored, that we may freely bear the fruit of the Spirit in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious unto you. 
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 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN                                      “The Church’s One Foundation”          LSB 644 sts. 1-5 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL   
                                           

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                               "The Church's One Foundation"                     arr. L. Smith 
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