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THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

September 17, 2023 

 

T PREPARATION T 

 
Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran 

Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further 

study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual 

and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. 

 

PRELUDE                                                “Bachiana "                                              G. Young    

                                                  “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”                     arr. C. Hamlin 

 

WELCOME 

 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of your Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
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C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

Sit 

HYMN                                   “Children of the Heavenly Father”                             LSB 725 
 

 

 

 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND FAITH LEGACY GIFTS, (8:00 & 11:00)              Rev. Willsea 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the 

devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that 

what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                    Genesis 50:15–21 
 

The Word is read… 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM, sung in unison                                                       Psalm 103:1–12; antiphon: v. 13 
 

 
C  1Bless the LORD, | O my soul,* 

 and all that is within me, 

 bless his | holy name! 

2Bless the LORD, | O my soul,* 

 and forget not all his | benefits, 

3who forgives all your in- | iquity,* 

 who heals all your dis- | eases, 

4who redeems your life | from the pit,* 

 who crowns you with steadfast love and | mercy, 

5who satisfies | you with good* 

 so that your youth is renewed like the | eagle’s. 

 6The LORD works | righteousness* 

 and justice for all who | are oppressed. 
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7He made known his ways to | Moses,* 

 his acts to the people of | Israel. 

8The LORD is merciful and | gracious,* 

 slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 

9He will not | always chide,* 

 nor will he keep his anger for- | ever. 

10He does not deal with us according | to our sins,* 

 nor repay us according to our in- | iquities. 

11For as high as the heavens are a- | bove the earth,* 

 so great is his steadfast love toward those who | fear him; 

12as far as the east is | from the west,* 

 so far does he remove our transgres- | sions from us. 

 

EPISTLE READING                                                                                 Romans 14:1-12 

 

The Word is read… 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                                   LSB 156 
 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                              Matthew 18:21-35 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 The Gospel is read… 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

HYMN                                  “I Leave All Things to God’s Direction”                      LSB 719 
 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON 

 

Stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 

A Almighty God, as once You kept Joseph from evil and brought good from his 

suffering in Egypt, deliver us by Your grace so that we may learn patience in trials. 

Teach us to be slow to judge, quick to forgive, and steadfast in love for You and for 

one another. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful Lord, You have shown great compassion to us; teach us to show such 

compassion to others, that we may welcome the stranger, love our neighbor in 

need, and be attentive to those new to the faith or vulnerable to temptation. Help 

us to serve the refugee seeking safety, and give us opportunity to share Your gifts 

with those who live in poverty and want. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A Gracious God, bless those who preach and teach Your Word, and give the hearers 

willing ears to hear and willing hearts to learn the Scriptures well. Bless those now 
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training to be pastors and church workers. Grant to all the baptized the aid of Your 

Holy Spirit so that, receiving Your Gospel with joy, we may share it freely with those 

outside the household of faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Mighty God, give wisdom and courage to our elected and appointed leaders, that 

they may pursue justice, seek peace and protect life from its natural beginning to 

its natural end. Bring an end to the threats of terror and violence among the 

peoples, and open all nations to the voice of Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A Holy Lord, lead us to pursue reconciliation, that we may stand before You forgiven 

and united in faith. Give us unity of doctrine, and help us to walk together in 

harmony of life. Prepare us to receive Your own Son’s body and blood with faith, 

and bring to fruition in our lives the precious gift of grace we receive in this 

communion. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Blessed Father, You know our weakness of body and soul. Give to the troubled in 

mind Your peace, to the suffering relief, to the sick healing, to the grieving comfort 

and deliver the dying into everlasting life. Hear us especially for _____________ and 

also for those named in our hearts. [Brief silence] Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A Giving Lord, all good things come from You. Open our hearts to be generous with 

the poor and to bring You the tithes and offerings You are due, that Your Church 

and all her agencies may serve Your gracious purpose and suffer no lack of people 

or resources to do the work of Your Kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty and everlasting God, deliver us from temptation and the powers of evil, 

that we may be faithful unto death and receive from Your hand the crown of 

everlasting life. Whether we live or die, we belong to You, and we pray You to 

comfort us with this promise, that we may join the company of the saints on the 

day You have appointed and enter into the heavenly places to worship at Your 

throne on high; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forevermore. 

C Amen. 
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PAX DOMINI 
  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be 

with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–

24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 

Sit 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY                      “I Leave All Things to God's Direction"               arr. R. Graham 

 

Stand 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                           LSB 159 
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T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

 

PREFACE 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS                                                                                                           LSB 161 
 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
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P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

     For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                           LSB 163 
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Sit 

DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN                                    “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”                       LSB 636 
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5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 

Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 

    Peace beyond all understanding, 

    Joy into all life expanding: 

Humbly now, I bow before You; 

Love incarnate, I adore You; 

    Worthily let me receive You 

    And, so favored, never leave You. 

 

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 

Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 

    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 

    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 

At Your feet I cry, my maker, 

Let me be a fit partaker 

    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 

    For our good, Your glory, given. 

7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 

You once left Your throne in heaven 

    On the cross for me to languish 

    And to die in bitter anguish, 

To forego all joy and gladness 

And to shed Your blood in sadness. 

    By this blood redeemed and living, 

    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

 

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 

Let me gladly here obey You. 

    By Your love I am invited, 

    Be Your love with love requited; 

By this Supper let me measure, 

Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 

    Through the gift of grace You give me 

    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 
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VOLUNTARY                   "Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness "               setting: C. Schalk 

                 

Stand 

THANK THE LORD                                                                                               LSB 164 
 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN                                       “Onward, Christian Soldiers”                                  LSB 662 
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Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL   
                                           

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                               "Onward Christian Soldiers"                            arr. H. Turner 
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