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THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

September 10, 2023 

 

T PREPARATION T 

 

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran 

Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths 

not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 

sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table 

those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he 

forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat 

and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet 

instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked you first to 

speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-

35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual and common cup. It may also be 

received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. 

 

PRELUDE                                              “Trumpet Jubilee"                                       P. Harris    

                                                  “Come, Come Ye Children of God”                   arr. R. Parks 

 

WELCOME 

 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of your Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

Sit 

HYMN                                   “Children of the Heavenly Father”                             LSB 725 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND FAITH LEGACY GIFTS, (8:00 & 11:00) Grades 3-8  

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the 

cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross O God, from 

whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy inspiration, 

that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful 

guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                         Ezekiel 33:7–9 
 

The Word is read… 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM, sung in unison                                                             Psalm 32:1–7; antiphon: v. 1 
 

 

C  1Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,* 

 whose sin is | covered. 
2Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no in- | iquity,* 

 and in whose spirit there is | no deceit. 

3For when I kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away* 

 through my groaning | all day long. 
4For day and night your hand was heavy up- | on me;* 

 my strength was dried up as by the heat of | summer. 
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5I acknowledged my sin to you, 

 and I did not cover my in- | iquity;* 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 

 and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin. 

6Therefore let everyone who is godly 

 offer prayer to you at a time when you | may be found;* 

surely in the rush of great waters, 

 they shall not | reach him. 
7You are a hiding place for me; 

 you preserve me from | trouble;* 

 you surround me with shouts of de- | liverance. 

 

EPISTLE READING                                                                                 Romans 13:1-10 

 

The Word is read… 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                                   LSB 156 
 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                              Matthew 18:1-20 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 The Gospel is read… 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

HYMN                                     “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing”                         LSB 691 
 

 

 

 
 

 

SERMON 

 

Stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 
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     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 

We pray for the whole Church, that through it the goodness of God may be shared. 

And we pray for those who lead the Church, that, mentored by Your mercy, they do 

so with devotion and humility. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A We pray for the nations of the world, asking that voices that call for peace be heard 

and that the rich bounty of creation be carefully nurtured and thoughtfully shared. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P We pray for our families and everyone in them. Remove any sense of envy from 

among all of us, Lord, that we rejoice in the gifts You have given to each of us. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A We pray for those whose work is dangerous and for those who feel that what they 

are doing is not noticed by others. Grant a sense of satisfaction to all people in 

their various vocations, that together we rejoice in times of prosperity and, in times 

of adversity, be of support to one another. Bless those engaged in works of 

Christian mercy. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P We pray for those whose lives know burdens and challenges, whose petitions are 

joined with ours. This day we commend to Your care [names, and] all Your children 

who are in need of prayer. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A We pray that our offerings given here this day be sacrifices acceptable to You, O 

Lord, and that, with Your blessing, they find holy usage to Your glory. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P With gratitude, we remember those who have completed their earthly journeys and 

who by faith now rejoice in Your presence. Grant that their memory among us be 

blessed. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A These things and whatsoever else we should have asked of You, grant us by Your 

mercy, O God, for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 
  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen, 

 

Sit 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY                           “Children of the Heavenly Father"                  arr. H. DeCou 

 

MISSION MINUTE                               Blood Drive 

 

Stand 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                           LSB 159 
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T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

 

PREFACE 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS                                                                                                           LSB 161 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
  

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 



11 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

     For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                           LSB 163 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN                             “Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face”                     LSB 631 
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5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness; 

    Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; 

Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 

    Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God. 

 

6 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 

    The feast, though not the love, is past and gone; 

The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here; 

    Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun. 

 

7 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 

    Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 

Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 

    The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 
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VOLUNTARY    "Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face" setting: A. Fedak, S. Eatherton 

                 

Stand 

THANK THE LORD                                                                                               LSB 164 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION                                                                                                
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN                                    “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones”                       LSB 670 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL   
                                           

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                             "Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones"                     arr. G. Sewell 
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