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THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

July 30, 2023 

 

T PREPARATION T 

 
Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran 

Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further 

study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual 

and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. 
 

PRELUDE                                             “Trumpet Rondo”                                      F. Groden 

                                                         "Glory to God on High"                                   G. Blake 

 

Stand 

WELCOME 

 

HYMN                                    “From God Can Nothing Move Me”                         LSB 713 
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5   Praise God with acclamation 

    And in His gifts rejoice. 

Each day finds its vocation 

    Responding to His voice. 

    Soon years on earth are past; 

But time we spend expressing 

The love of God brings blessing 

    That will forever last! 
 

6   Yet even though I suffer 

    The world’s unpleasantness, 

And though the days grow 

rougher 

    And bring me great distress, 

    That day of bliss divine, 

Which knows no end or measure, 

And Christ, who is my pleasure, 

    Forever shall be mine. 
 

D 7   For thus the Father willed it, 

    Who fashioned us from clay; 

And His own Son fulfilled it 

    And brought eternal day. 

    The Spirit now has come, 

To us true faith has given; 

He leads us home to heaven. 

    O praise the Three in One! 

 

CONFESSION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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 P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 

let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 

we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son T and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

KYRIE                                                                                                                       LSB 204 
 

 

 
 

HYMN                        “Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise”                  LSB 946 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and 

love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have 

commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                 Deuteronomy 7:6–9 

 

The Word is read… 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE                                                                                                       Romans 8:28-39 
 

 The Word is read… 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
 

            
 

 

 
 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                             Matthew 13:44-52

                                                                          

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel is read… 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

ATHANASIAN CREED 
 

C Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith. 



7 

 

Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish 

eternally. 

And the catholic faith is this, 

that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the 

persons nor dividing the substance. 

For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is 

another. 

But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: 

the glory equal, the majesty coeternal. 

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 

the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; 

the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 

And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 

just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated and 

one Infinite. 

In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit 

almighty; 

and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 

So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 

and yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 

So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 

and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 

Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct 

person as God and Lord, so also are we prohibited by the catholic 

religion to say that there are three Gods or Lords. 

The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 

The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone. 

The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor 

begotten, but proceeding. 

Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy 

Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 

And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than 

another; but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and 

coequal, so that in all things, as has been stated above, the Trinity in 

Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. 
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Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity. 

But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the 

incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time both God and man. 

He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He 

is man, born from the substance of His mother in this age: 

perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh; 

equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with 

respect to His humanity. 

Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 

one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the 

assumption of the humanity into God; 

one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 

For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ, 

who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day 

from the dead, 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God 

Almighty, from whence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account 

concerning their own deeds. 

And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who 

have done evil into eternal fire. 

This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly 

cannot be saved. 

 

Sit 

HYMN                                      “God Moves in a Mysterious Way”                         LSB 765 
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SERMON                            “Christian Pirates”, Matthew 13:44-52            Pastor Joe Seifert 

 

Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Our Lord Jesus invites to ask, and we shall receive; to seek, and we will find; and to 

knock, and the door will be opened. So we bring prayer for the Church, the world, 

and ourselves before almighty God, trusting in the promise of our Lord. 
 

For the Church, that rooted and built up in Christ and established in faith, we 

abound in thanksgiving by offering our lives as instruments of serving the lost and 

the least of this world. For our Synod—our president, district presidents, pastors, 

teachers, and all servants of the Church, that we not become puffed up with pride 

or be made timid by our weaknesses, but instead together hold fast to our Head, 

the Lord Jesus: 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

A For this nation in which we live, in thanksgiving for the abundance of life and 

freedom that we enjoy; for the president and Congress, for our governor and local 

elected officials, that all work for the common good, and serve not themselves, but 

chiefly those who are cast down; that this nation so divided along political lines 

would repent of our hatred of those who differ from us and, based on our one 

common humanity, discuss our differences with reason and kindness: 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
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 P For those in need in our community—the sick, those facing surgery, those with 

terminal illness—that they receive mercy and healing according to God’s will, that 

they find peace in the love of Jesus, and that their hearts may be opened to receive 

the love of Christ. [Other petitions may be inserted here.] For those harmed by 

natural or man-made disasters, that they experience renewal through those who 

donate and do relief work. 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

A For this congregation, that, having been buried with Christ in Baptism and also 

raised with Him to new life, we find ways to connect with people in our community 

in order to share the amazing treasure of the love of Christ: 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

P In remembrance of and thanksgiving for all those who have gone before us in the 

faith; we remember Abraham, who pleaded to God for mercy on the righteous 

people of Sodom. As You taught us, we pray for the coming of Your kingdom, both 

now and in eternity: 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

A In faith we entrust our prayers to You, heavenly Father. For Yours is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY                             "God Moves in a Mysterious Way"          setting: C.S. Lang 

 

Stand 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                             LSB 956 
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T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 
 

PREFACE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 

not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 

eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 

new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS                                                                                                                       LSB 208 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                                                        
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish 

but have eternal life. 
 

  In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 

forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of 

life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  

 We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus 

Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of 

His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to 

us in His body and blood. 
  

 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 
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     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

          and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

     For Thine is the kingdom 

      and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                           LSB 210 
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Sit 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN           “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”                         LSB 680 
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VOLUNTARY                                            "Heaven’s Bread"                                   S. Keeney 

 

Stand 

NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                                               LSB 211 
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POST COMMUNION COLLECT 
                                                                                                      

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION  

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN                                               “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”                             LSB 743 
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5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 

    Thine appeal is vain. 

Sin that once did blind me, 

Get thee far behind me, 

    Come not forth again. 

        Past thy hour, 

        O pride and pow’r; 

Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 

Leave thee now forever. 

 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 

    Jesus, enters in. 

Those who love the Father, 

Though the storms may gather, 

    Still have peace within. 

        Yea, whate’er 

        I here must bear, 

Thou art still my purest pleasure, 

Jesus, priceless treasure! 
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Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL   
                                           

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                               “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                arr. P. Benjamin 
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