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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

May 21, 2023 
 

T PREPARATION T 
 

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran 

Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further 

study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual 

and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. 

 

PRELUDE                              “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation"          Anna Laura Page 

                                              

WELCOME 
 

Stand      

HYMN                                             “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”                                            LSB 821 
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INVOCATION  
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES     Colossians 3:16; Acts 20:28; Hebrews 13:17; Ephesians 4:11–13a 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  

P Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in 

all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 

your hearts to God. 
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C Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy 

Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which He 

obtained with His own blood. 
 

 P Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, 

as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with 

groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 

C And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 

teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 

body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God. 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  

P Let us confess our sins to God, our Father, confident that He will hear and forgive 

us for Jesus’ sake. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we have not always been proud to bear 

Your name. At times, we crumble in the face of the trials that come our way. 

We allow worries and anxieties to crowd out Your caring presence. Keep us in 

Your name, which You have given us in Baptism, and forgive us our sins for 

Jesus’ sake. 
  

P Our God hears our prayers and forgives our sins because of Jesus’ perfect life, 

death, and resurrection. At the command of Christ and through the power of the 

cross and the empty tomb, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Go in peace! 

C Alleluia! Amen. 
 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 
 

INTROIT                                                                                         Psalm 100; antiphon: Psalm 101:1 

 

P I will sing of steadfast love and justice; to You, O LORD, I will make music. 

C Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the LORD with gladness! 

Come into His presence with singing! 
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P Know that the LORD, He is God! 

C It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His 

pasture. 

P Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; 

bless His name! 

C For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness 

to all generations. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  

P I will sing of steadfast love and justice; to You, O LORD, I will make music. 

 

  

KYRIE                                                                                                                       LSB 152 
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This Is the Feast                                                                                               LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O King of glory, Lord of Your Church, You suffered on the cross and defeated death 

and the devil for us. 

C Make us one as You and the Father are one. Unite us with You and as Your 

Body, the Church, in suffering and celebration, that the world may be drawn 

to You and the power of the resurrection; 

  

P for You are risen and reign eternally with the Father and the Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

FIRST READING        Acts 1:12-26 
 

           The Word is read… 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                                                                         Psalm 68:1–10; antiphon: v. 32 

A O kingdoms of the earth, sing to God; 

C sing praises to the Lord, 

  

A God shall arise, His enemies shall be scattered; and those who hate Him shall 

flee before Him! 

C As smoke is driven away, so You shall drive them away; 

  

A as wax melts before fire, so the wicked shall perish before God! 

C But the righteous shall be glad; 

  

A they shall exult before God; 

C they shall be jubilant with joy! 

  

A Sing to God, sing praises to His name; 

C lift up a song to Him who rides through the deserts; 

  

A His name is the LORD; exult before Him! 

C Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in His holy 

habitation. 

  

A God settles the solitary in a home; 

C He leads out the prisoners to prosperity, but the rebellious dwell in a 

parched land. 

  

A O God, when You went out before Your people, 

C when You marched through the wilderness, the earth quaked, the 

heavens poured down rain, 

  

A before God, the One of Sinai, 
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C before God, the God of Israel. 

  

A Rain in abundance, O God, You shed abroad; You restored Your inheritance 

as it languished; 

C Your flock found a dwelling in it; in Your goodness, O God, You 

provided for the needy. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  

A O kingdoms of the earth, sing to God; 

C sing praises to the Lord, 

 

EPISTLE                                                                                            1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 
 

      The Word is read… 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

                   

Stand 

VERSE                                                                                              Romans 6:9; John 14:23 
 

P Alleluia.  

C   We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;   

     death no longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia. I will not leave you as   

      orphans; I will come to you. 

P  Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL          John 17:1-11 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 The Gospel is read… 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Sit 

HYMN                                             “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”                            LSB 650 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON 

 

Stand 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
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     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
                                                                  

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. We pray with boldness and confidence because we know He hears 

our prayers because Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  

A Lord Jesus, You are the Lord of the Church. Watch over all who lead Your people. 

Shape them to be men and women after God’s own heart, fuel them with Your 

Word and Sacraments, and guide them to walk in Your ways. We pray for our Synod 
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president, for our district president, our regional vice president, our circuit visitor, 

and the servants of our congregation. Lead them as they lead us, because Christ is 

risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

  

P O Jesus, we pray for all who are suffering trials because of their Christian faith. 

Comfort them and lead them to rejoice as they share in Your sufferings, that Your 

glory is revealed, because Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

  

A Holy Father, we grieve the divisions in our families, communities, world, and 

especially in Your Church. Keep all Your people in Your name, which You have given 

in the waters of Baptism, and lead us to the unity we will experience fully with You in 

Your kingdom, because Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

  

P O Great Physician, bind up the broken hearted and heal those who are suffering in 

heart, soul, strength, and mind. We pray this day for those who are grieving, 

[especially . . .], and ask You to give them comfort as they mourn. We pray this day 

for those are who are suffering from illnesses, [especially . . .], and ask that You heal 

them according to Your good and gracious will, because Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

  

A We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, 

our risen Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

OFFERING 

 

VOLUNTARY                                           “Pastorale"                                   Charles Wesley 

 

Stand 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                             LSB 955 

          Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
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T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 

 

PREFACE 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at every time in every place thank 

You, our God, who is our Creator and has given Your one and only Son to suffer 

and die for the sins of the world before rising victorious on the third day, appearing 

before His disciples before ascending to heaven to lead us to Your glory that awaits 

us. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of 

the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS                                                                                                                LSB 161 
 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   
 

P Blessed are You, Father of the fatherless and protector of widows. As You marched 

before the people of Israel, You sent Your Son, Jesus, to march before us, suffering 

and dying for the sins of the world. Bring us together at our Lord’s Table today as 

we eat this bread and drink this cup, proclaiming the Lord’s death until He comes. 

To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
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He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen.

 

PAX DOMINI 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                           LSB 163 
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Sit 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

HYMN                              “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”                 LSB 637 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

 
 

HYMN                                   “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord                                     LSB 651 

 

 
 

 

VOLUNTARY                                      “Meditation"                        Fernand de la Tombelle 

 

Stand 

THANK THE LORD                                                                                                 LSB 164 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

P Let us pray. We thank You, Jesus, for gathering us at Your Table as an oasis for our 

parched and weary souls. Strengthen us as we face fiery trials and suffering so that 

Your glory may be revealed; for You live and rule with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN             “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  LSB 525 
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Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL                                            
 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                         “You Shall Go Out with Joy!"                         Douglas Wagner 
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