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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

March 12, 2023 
 

T PREPARATION T 
 

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper…The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace Lutheran 

Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only 

bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and 

blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith 

which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to 

receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For further 

study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; I Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used in the individual 

and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. 

 

PRELUDE                                         “Toccata in C Minor"                                     J. Walther 

                                                   “Grace Greater Than Our Sin"                arr. L. Leatherman 

WELCOME 

Stand 

HYMN                                          “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”                          LSB 609 
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5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 

    Were as scarlet my transgression, 

It shall be as white as snow 

    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 

For these words I now believe: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

6 Now my conscience is at peace; 

    From the Law I stand acquitted. 

Christ hath purchased my release 

    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 

Naught remains my soul to grieve: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

  

INVOCATION  
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                       Psalm 34:1–3, 5, 22 
 

P   I will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

 C   My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad. 
   

 P   Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt His name together! 

C Those who look to Him are radiant, and their faces shall never be ashamed      

     The LORD redeems the life of His servants; none of those who take refuge in      

      Him will be condemned. 
  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  

P Almighty God, we know and admit that we are sinners. We are conceived and born 

sinful, and we add on to that burden of sin throughout our lives by our heedless 

thoughts, careless words, and loveless deeds. Indeed, we deserve God’s 

punishment now and eternally. When we reflect honestly on our lives, we readily 

7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

    Also I have been forgiven; 

And when I this earth must leave, 

    I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to Him I cleave: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 
1671–1756 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, 
Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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see that we need repentance and renewal that can only come through our Lord, 

Jesus Christ. Let us then make confession to our gracious God. 

C Almighty God, we repent of our sins in thought and in word and in deed. You 

know too well our failings and our transgressions. Be merciful to us and for 

the sake of Jesus, grant us Your forgiveness so that, as Your redeemed 

people, we may find rest in You and with refreshed hearts serve You in time 

and in eternity. 
 

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 

  

PSALM, I font side, II Pulpit side                                               Psalm 84:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 

C Blessed are those whose strength is in You, in whose heart are the highways 

to Zion. 

! How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 

@ My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and flesh sing for joy to 

the living God. 
    

! Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may 

lay her young, at Your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 

@ Blessed are those who dwell in Your house, ever singing Your praise! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
  

 Blessed are those whose strength is in You, in whose heart are the highways     

 to Zion. 

 

KYRIE                                                                                                                       LSB 204 

 
 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 

      O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone 

astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast 

faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 17:1-7 
 

The Word is read… 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM, I font side, II Pulpit side                                             Psalm 95:1–9; antiphon: v. 6 
 

P Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 

C  Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation! 
 

! Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving;  

@ let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise! 

C  For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
 

 ! In His hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are His also. 

@ The sea is His, for He made it, and His hands formed the dry land. 
 

C Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our 

Maker! For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep 

of His hand. 
 

! Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, as on the day 

at Massah in the wilderness, 

@ when your fathers put Me to the test and put Me to the proof, though they had seen 

My work. 
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

 Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our 

Maker! 
 

EPISTLE                                                                                                       Romans 5:1–8 
 

The Word is read… 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

GRADUAL AND VERSE, I font side, II Pulpit side                 Hebrews 12:2, John 4:23a 
 

C O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
  

! who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

@ and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
  

C The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship 

the Father in spirit and truth. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                    John 4:5–26 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 The Gospel is read… 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 

HYMN                             “May God Bestow on Us His Grace”                    LSB 824 
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 
Tune: David Lee, 1956 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 2004 David Lee. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004811 

 

SERMON 
 

Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                                                                    

P Let us pray for the whole Church. Gracious Father, we ask Your blessing on all in 

Your Church throughout the world. Fill the Church with all truth and peace. Where 

it is in error, reform it; where it is in need, supply it; where it is right, strengthen and 

confirm it; and where it is in conflict, heal divisions. Lord, in Your mercy, 
 

A We pray this day for the fellowship of faith and love that we enjoy as God’s 

baptized and holy people, asking that we may gather for worship with great joy 
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and full anticipation of the blessings of God that come to us through it. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P We pray for those who serve in leadership positions in our national Synod, in our 

district, and in our local congregation, that God may work among us through their 

examples and that we grow in devotion and dedication in Jesus’ name. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A We pray that our lives be offerings of the best that we have and are in response to 

the great offering of our Lord Jesus for us on the cross and that what we give of 

our time, talent, and treasure for the work of the Lord bring blessing to many. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P We make petitions for the sick, the shut-in, the sorrowing, those undergoing 

hardship or challenges, and all who this day need our prayers, [especially . . .], that 

their prayers may be soon answered and that they be supported by God’s people 

as they experience His good and gracious will for their lives. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, since You have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 

our common supplications to You and have promised that when two or three are 

gathered in Your name You will give ear to their requests, fulfill now, O Lord, the 

desires and petitions of Your servants, as may be best for them, granting us in this 

world knowledge of Your truth, and in the world to come, life everlasting; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever. Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

"Cross" Reference Large Catechism IV 37 
 

P In his letter to the Romans, Paul asks his readers, “Do you not know that all of us 

who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” (Romans 

6:3). As it was at work on the cross, the grace of God is at work in Holy Baptism. In 

his Large Catechism, Luther writes of Baptism, “So you see plainly that there is no 
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work done here by us, but a treasure, which God gives us and faith grasps 

[Ephesians 2:8–9]. It is like the benefit of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross, which 

is not a work, but a treasure included in the Word. It is offered to us and received 

by faith.” English hymnwriter Isaac Watts captured that sense of an appreciation of 

the wonderful and mysterious work of God in the crucifixion as he wrote the 

cherished hymn, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” 

 

Sit 

HYMN                                       “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                LSB 426 
 

 

 

 
             Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731–1807 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

OFFERING 
 

VOLUNTARY                     “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross"                       arr. R. Lau 

Stand 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                              LSB 955 
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T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 
 

PREFACE 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And now we thank You 

that by the working of Your Holy Spirit through the Gospel, You have called us as 

Your own and given us eternal promises through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who, as the perfect offering, has taken upon Himself the sins of the world and has, 

by His rising from the grave, opened to us the very gates of heaven. With all the 

company around the throne of the Lamb in His kingdom, we join the unending 

praises: 
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SANCTUS                                                LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P O Lord of heaven and earth, we thank You for having sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, to be our Redeemer, saving us from the power of sin, death, and the 

devil, and blessing our lives with lasting peace. Invited by Your grace, we come to 

Your Table with gratitude and joy for all Your gifts to us. Strengthen us through 

Christ’s body and blood that we grow as people of faith and peace, hope-filled and 

eagerly awaiting the eternal feast in glory everlasting. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 
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C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

  C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

        

PAX DOMINI 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                           LSB 210 

 

 

 

as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Sit 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN                “No All the Blood of Beasts”                            LSB 431 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 
Text and tune: Public domain 

VOLUNTARY                         “The Well of Living Water"                                      D. Paxton                                               

                                                        “Lenten Meditation"                                          R. Blake 

Stand 

NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                             LSB 211 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

A Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we thank You for having welcomed 

us at Your Table, giving us a foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal 

kingdom. Strengthen us through this blessed gift that we may live in hope-filled 

anticipation of the end of all earthly things and await with joy Your final coming in 

glory. Grant that Your Holy Spirit enlighten us with His gifts that we be kept in the 

true faith until the last and greatest day of our Lord’s return. We ask this in the 

name of Jesus, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN                    “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness                          LSB 849 
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Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL                                            
 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                  “ Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness"              arr. D. Paxton         
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