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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
December 11, 2022

I+ PREPARATION -}

Today we will observe The Lord’s Supper...The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Grace
Lutheran Church in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into
our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord
invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to
forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he
comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily do so to their
great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at
this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from
that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—NMissouri Synod, and yet desire to
receive the sacrament, are asked you first to speak with the pastor, an elder or an usher. (For
further study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; | Cor. 11:17-34). Wine is used
(n the individual and common cup. It may also be received by intinction. A gluten free wafer
is available upon request.

PRELUDE "The Only Son from Heaven" setting: J. Krieger
"When All the World was Cursed" setting: M. Costello

WELCOME

Stand
HYMN “When All the World Was Cursed” LSB 346
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1 When all the world was cursed By Mo-ses’ con - dem-na - tion,
2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,
3 Be - hold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,
40 grant, dear Lord of love, That we re - ceive, re - joic - ing,
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con -so-1la - tion.
Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
Whose sac - ri - fice re - moves The dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
The word pro-claimed by John, Our  true re - pen-tance voic - ing,

| 100

f) 4
I 5 T - |
} { —ll || I 1 | T I T
Q) T T T T T T
With true fore - run-ner’s zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor-dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - li - jah bold,
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,
That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior's way
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav -ior he pro - claimed.
He tes-ti-fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
Who for our peace and joy Will full a - tone-ment win.
Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES

This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

® =

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!
Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into His presence with singing!

®=

Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His
people, and the sheep of His pasture.
Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!

® &

Give thanks to Him; bless His name!
For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness
to all generations.

®

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

IN ADVENT HOPE st. 1-3
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1 In Ad-vent hope we gath-er And wor - ship trust-ing - ly,
2 Our Ad-vent-hope ho - san-nas Ex - pec-tant-ly a - rise
3 With Ad-vent hope our prais-es Re-ech - o joy- ful - ly
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As-sured that Christ is com-ing To set His peo-ple free.
To Je - sus Christ, the Sav-ior Who comes from Par - a - dise.
To greet our Lord’s ar - riv - al In His hu-mil -i - ty.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

[P} Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father.

Merciful Father, our Lord and King, we have sinned against You in thought,
word, and deed. We have left undone those things we ought to have done; we
have done those things we ought not to have done. We have not always made
Your kingdom of first importance in our lives. We sincerely repent of our sins
and humbly ask Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By the renewing
work of the Holy Spirit, lead us to change what is sinful in our lives that each
day we may grow in righteousness and godly living to the glory of Your holy
name.

[P} God is gracious and forgiving. He shows His kingly power in ways that are merciful.
To each of us, our Lord says, “Fear not!” and promises pardon, life, and salvation. As
a called and ordained servant of Christ, | announce to you the forgiveness of all of
your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you
believe, so may it be.

Amen.

I« SERVICE OF THE WORD

KYRIE LSB 168
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.

)
Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.




SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten

the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
HYMN "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357 sts. 1,2, 5
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10 come, O come, Em - man u - el And ran - som
2 O come, Thou Wis - dom from on high, Who or - d’rest
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ex - ile here Un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
knowl - edge show, And teach us in her ways to go.
leads on high, And close the path to mis er - y.
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Shall come to thee, (0] Is - ra - el

OLD TESTAMENT READING

The Word is read...

Isaiah 35:1-10



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM, (1) font side, (II] Pulpit side Psalm 146

Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul!

(1) I will praise the LORD as long as | live; | will sing praises to my God while | have my
being.

@ Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. When
his breath departs he returns to the earth, on that very day his plans perish.

(I Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God, who
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever; who
executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry.

(I The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts
up those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous.

(I) The LORD watches over the sojourners; He upholds the widow and the fatherless, but
the way of the wicked He brings to ruin.
@ The LorD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

EPISTLE James 5:7-11
The Word is read...

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SR. CHOIR "Sing, Rejoice Emmanuel!" S. Kochanek

Come, O come, Emmanuel,
Ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here until the son of God appears.
Come, O come, Emmanuel.
Rejoice, Rejoice!



Wisdom, knowledge, teach me well; Rejoice, Rejoice!
And | will follow as you go
Far and nigh, the path you show.

Sing, Rejoice, Emmanuel,

Sing Rejoice, Emmanuel,
Bringing news, glad tidings tell.
Bringing news, glad tidings tell

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night.
Show the world your heav'nly Light
Rejoice, Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel

Sing Rejoice, Emmanuel,
Conquer death, all pain dispel.
Deliver me from all earthly strife;

Lead me to eternal life!

Stand
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-15

[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

The Gospel is read...

P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
HYMN “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” LSB 345
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound  soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’'n. Let us haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.
tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;
with  His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!
SERMON
Stand
CREED, The Third Article
[P} The Third Sunday in Advent is a joy-filled Sunday in which we can thank God for

® =

His gracious plan for our salvation and for the Holy Spirit, who guides our lives of
faith and joins us together in the community of the Church. We speak the words of
the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed with joyful confidence:

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean?

| believe that | cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ,
my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel,
enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole
Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of
all believers.

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me
and all believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love that
sustains us from day to day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You for the Holy
Spirit, the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the lives of
all faithful and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure
in our hearts all that You have done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness
in lives that are wholly given to Your service. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ.
Strengthen Your faithful people through the Word and the holy Sacraments,
making them perfect in love and in all good works, and establishing in them the
faith once delivered to the saints. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to those who hold office
in Your Church that, by their devoted service, faith may abound and Your kingdom
increase. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up faithful servants of Christ to
advance the Gospel both at home and in distant lands. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, and order our days
in Your peace. Prosper the labor of those who work to bring peace and justice to
the nations of the world that mutual understanding and common endeavor may be
increased among all peoples. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. Keep our children
in the covenant of their Baptism, and enable their parents to bring them up in lives
of faith and devotion. Unite the members of all families in a spirit of affection and
service that they may show Your praise in our land and in all the world. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

10



P} By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or
adversity (especially [name]). Be with those who suffer persecution for the faith.
Have mercy on those to whom death draws near (especially [name]). Bring
consolation to those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your love, taking
them into Your tender care. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your
Church on earth, who now rest from their labors. Keep us in fellowship with all Your
saints, and bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

[P} All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the
sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

Sit
OFFERING

VOLUNTARY “Song of Mary” R. Howell

Stand
OFFERTORY LSB 176
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va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my

vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the

courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

I« SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT -

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

®=

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®=

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

 @F

It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, because Your mercy
attends us all our days. Graciously You provide for all our wants of body and soul.
As we live in Advent hope we are assured of the abiding presence of Christ, our
King, in our lives and days. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, forevermore praising

You and saying:

SANCTUS
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LSB 178
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I~ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

13



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

[P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat
and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be Thy name, who trespass against us;
Thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
Thy will be done on earth but deliver us from evil.
as it is in heaven; For Thine is the kingdom
give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory
and forgive us our trespasses forever and ever. Amen.
PAX DOMINI
P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB 180
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Sit
DISTRIBUTION HYMN “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied” LSB 342
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1 What hope! An E - den proph-e - sied Where tame live with the wild;
2 A shoot will sprout from Jes - se’sstem, A branch from Da-vid’s line,
3 As ban-ner of God’slove un-furled, Christ came to suf-fer loss,
4 Come, Je-sus, come, Mes - si - ah Lord, Lost Par - a - dise re-store;
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The lamb and 1i - on side by side, Led by a lit - tle child!
A Prince of Peace in Beth-le - hem: The fruitof God’s de - sign.
That by His death a dy - ing world Would ral-ly to the cross.
Lead past the an-gel’s flam-ing sword— Come, o-pen heav-en’s door.
VOLUNTARY "What Hope! An Eden Prophesied" setting: T. Beck
“Break the Bread” D. Paxton
Stand
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now,

POST COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

[P} Let us pray. Blessed are You, heavenly Father and King eternal, for You have once
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and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

LSB 182

again fed and nourished us at Your Table through the body and blood of Your Son,

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Strengthen us through this gracious Meal that we may live

joyfully and daily show forth Your love through acts of mercy. Support us in this life
and bring us at last to the unending feast in Your eternal kingdom, where You live
and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAUMUS AND BENEDICTION

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

16



The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN “Hark the Glad Sound” LSB 349
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken heart to bind, The bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy wel - come
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grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
ring With  Thy be - lov - ed name.

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL

P} Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE "Hark, the Glad Sound!"

arr. T. Birchwood
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