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Lesson 12 

Proper 12 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:44–52 
Matthew 13 provides us with eight of Jesus’ parables about the kingdom of heaven—emphasizing its 

acceptance by some and its rejection by others. This little pericope includes four of them. Since they all begin 
with “the kingdom of heaven is like,” their applications are similar, but they show various facets of the Kingdom. 

174. The parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl of great value have the same point of comparison. 
What do both parables say about the kingdom of heaven? Is it necessary to sell all you have to gain the hidden 
treasure or the valuable pearl—the kingdom of heaven? What difference is there between a man finding a hidden 
treasure in a field and an importer of fine pearls finding the one pearl of great value that he has been looking for? 
What does this tell us about the kingdom of heaven?  

 
 
 
 
175. What is the point of comparison in the parable of the net between the kingdom of heaven and the 

fisherman’s net filled with good fish and scrap fish? (See vv. 37–43.) 
 
 
 
 
Scribes were professional students of the Law and the Prophets. But in telling His little parable, Jesus 

appears to have been speaking more generally about anyone versed in the Word of God. “Every scribe who has 
been trained for the kingdom of heaven” more literally is “every scribe who has been made a disciple of the 
kingdom of heaven.” More than just information is involved in this. 

176. What would be the case of a teacher of the law who has not been made a disciple of the kingdom of 
heaven? What point was Jesus making with this little parable or simile? 

 
 
 
 

The Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 7:6–9 
Deuteronomy means “second law.” The Israelites were at the point of entry into the Promised Land. Moses 

was told he would not enter the land with them, but he was concerned about preparing them for what lay ahead, 
encouraging their faithfulness to the Lord. His “second law” was more than just a review of the first. In his 
“farewell address,” Moses added theological application and amplification of the Law, encouraging Israel to 
remember it and apply it to daily life—and he promised blessings as a result. Moses recounted the history of the 
faithless generation who had died in the wilderness wanderings and then said, “And now, Israel, what does the 
LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to love Him, to serve 
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments and statutes of 
the LORD, which I am commanding you today for your good?” (Deuteronomy 10:12–13).  



 

 
Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. 

47 

In today’s lesson, we hear Moses reminding the people that they were who they were only as a result of 
God’s gracious choosing. 

177. What is the significance of Moses’ calling them “a people holy to the LORD your God”? Why was their 
being chosen to be the Lord’s treasured possession not to be a source of pride and boasting for them? 

 
 
 
 
178. What was the reason the Lord chose Israel out of all the peoples on the face of the earth? What was the 

Lord demonstrating about Himself by rescuing the Israelites—after their being slaves in Egypt for more than four 
centuries? What was the Lord’s faithfulness to His covenant to encourage in them? 

 
 
 
 
179. What does this lesson encourage us to see about ourselves in our life in the Church? 
 
 
 
 
180. How does this lesson relate to the emphasis of today’s Holy Gospel? 
 
 
 
 

The Epistle for the Day: Romans 8:28–39 
“For those who love God all things work together for good” is often said to comfort those in suffering or to 

reassure those in circumstances that have surprised or puzzled them. But Paul did more than offer a cliché. He 
told who it is for whom the promise is abundantly true, and he unfolded the mystery of God’s eternal purpose 
and will so we may know in faith why it is true that God works for good in everything. Prothesis, “purpose,” 
indicates a “plan” or an “intention.”  

“All things.” Really? A young Christian husband and father is killed in a collision with a drunk driver; the 
life of a Christian wife and mother ends after a painful battle with cancer; drowning claims a Christian child, age 
four—is God at work in all of these? Yes! It is He who permits them to happen, and He is at work in them to 
assert His good purpose for all the individuals affected. 

181. Who are the recipients of the assurance that God’s purpose is that all things work together for good? 
What good is evidently foremost in God’s heart as He works out His purpose in all things?  

 
 
 
 
Paul listed the gracious actions in the process by which God has drawn us into new life in Christ. 
Foreknew. God’s foreknowledge is more than just “knowing in advance.” God has an active choice in the 

matter. 
Predestined states the fact that God is the gracious agent of our being called according to His purpose. While 

God has predestined us to salvation, the corollary is not true: He predestines none to damnation.   
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182. On what is God’s foreknowledge of those He predestined to be His own based? (See 1 Peter 1:1–2.) 
 
 
 
 
Called brings the eternal into the present to make God’s foreknowledge and predestination effective.  
183. How is God’s gracious, life-enabling call extended? (See Romans 10:14–17.) 
 
 
 
 
Justified is a forensic term, meaning “declared right with God.”  
184. What is it that allows God to say that sinners whom He foreknew and predestined and called were also 

justified? (See Romans 3:21–28.) 
 
 
 
 
Glorified adds the eternal dimension of God’s love and its ultimate purpose for us. (See Philippians 3:20–21.) 
185. How is it significant that this verb also is in the past tense? 
 
 
 
 
186. What does it mean to you that God’s knowing you from eternity in Christ, His predestining you to be 

His son or daughter, and His calling and justifying and glorifying you are all part of His eternal purpose for you? 
How has God worked in surprising ways for your good in “all things” in your life? 

 
 
 
 
With irrefutable logic, Paul asked, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” With additional oratorical 

questions, he then showed just how much God has been and is for us in Christ. Then he asked, “Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ?” and specified seven things that might seem to threaten our confidence in His 
love for us: ___, ___, ___, ___, ___, ___, ___. These had been realities in Paul’s own life and were being 
experienced by many Christians during times of official persecution. The list ends with machaira, the short sword 
worn by Roman soldiers—included by Paul as a symbol of the possibility of their arrest and martyrdom.  

Quoting Psalm 44, Paul used the experience of Israel as a case in point. The psalm was a cry for help when 
they were suffering at the hand of enemies—not because of unfaithfulness, but even “though we have not 
forgotten You, and we have not been false to Your covenant” (Psalm 44:17).  

187. What makes us “more than conquerors” even in such experiences?  
 
 
 
 
The questions lead finally to Paul’s answer. Let’s end today’s study by joining Paul in his exultant 

expression of confident faith: “In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I 
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 
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Lesson 12 

Proper 12 
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and 
love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love what You 

have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:44–52 
174. Both parables say that the kingdom of heaven is the priority concern in life. Its value far outweighs 

every earthly value. Just as Jesus said His followers must “hate” mother, father, wife, children, brothers, sisters, 
and even their own lives (Luke 14:26), so He also demands that we give title to everything we have to Him (Luke 
14:33). He surely will not share the priority spot in our lives with evil, but these parables emphasize that even 
things and relationships that are basically good are not to be allowed to compete with Him for our highest 
allegiance and love. In His parables, the man and the merchant gladly sell all they have to get that which they 
recognize to have supreme value. The anthropos, “a man,” just happens to discover the hidden treasure. He 
displays the fact that the kingdom of heaven is sometimes found in surprising places and ways. The emporos, “a 
merchant,” is more than a local shopkeeper. He is an importer, an expert in jewels who traveled far and wide to 
make his purchases. He illustrates the person who has been searching for life’s true value and meaning, looking 
at this philosophy and that psychology, and then finds the truth in Christ. The one finds (or is found by) the 
Kingdom incidentally; the other finds (or is found by) the Kingdom only after a long search. But both are happy 
to “pay the price” to have it as their own once they have found it. 

175. The net of God’s kingdom encompasses all. His call in Christ comes to those who will accept it and to 
those who will reject it, but all are inexorably drawn to the Judgment. Our job is to cast the net and leave results 
and judgment to our Lord. 

176. Mathetoutheis, “trained,” is the word for “disciple,” here in passive form. This talks about a scribe who 
has not only been informed about the Kingdom but has been “discipled”—made a disciple in the Kingdom. A 
teacher of the law who had been exposed to the Good News of the kingdom of heaven but does not respond and 
is not made a disciple of Jesus will just continue in the old views and ways and resist the new, as did the 
Pharisees and scribes. Jesus’ point is that He did not abolish the old but fulfilled it and now has ushered in the 
new—and that the new really provides even greater appreciation and understanding of the old as it fulfills the 
purposes of the old. As a result, we Christians may see things in the Old Testament more clearly than the people 
who lived through them because we look at the Old Testament through the window of the New Testament. We 
see prophecy in the light of its fulfillment. This “new wine” of fulfillment requires “fresh wineskins”—new 
understanding and new attitudes (Matthew 9:17).  

 
The Old Testament Lesson: Deuteronomy 7:6–9 

177. In its biblical usage, the word holy indicates “different from” or “separate from.” “Holy to the LORD 
your God” was an expression of an exclusive claim that the Yahweh had on His people’s allegiance and 
worship. Moses told them that they were not chosen because they were more in number than any other people 
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(or stronger or better or wiser), for they were “the fewest of all peoples.” They had no reason to boast in 
themselves, as if they were doing the Lord a favor by being holy to Him. 

178. Moses told them that the Lord had chosen Israel because of His love for them. They were to be 
examples of His grace to their world. He had redeemed them from slavery because of the oath He had given to 
their forefathers. By acting to free His people from Pharaoh and leading them to the Promised Land, the Lord 
was demonstrating His faithfulness, which would continue into a thousand generations. The Lord’s faithfulness 
to His covenant was to encourage a response of loving Him and keeping His commands. 

179. We, too, have been chosen by grace to live in His kingdom of grace. This encourages us to respond to 
our Lord’s love for us by giving Him our willing allegiance and trust expressed in obedient service. 

180. The lesson says that God’s people are chosen by Him to be holy to Him in faith and obedience, 
agreeing with the parables of the Holy Gospel that show He deserves the priority place in all of life. 

 
The Epistle for the Day: Romans 8:28–39 

181. The blessed assurance comes to “those who love God . . . , for those who are called according to His 
purpose.” The second phrase is the foundation for and validates the first. The good that God evidently has in 
mind for us is the eternal good of a living and eternally lasting relationship with Him through faith in Jesus 
Christ. He works in circumstances and situations to focus our attention on Him and on things above.  

182. God’s foreknowledge is always based on His grace, His undeserved love, which He acted out 
redemptively in Jesus Christ and which He continues to act out through the regenerative work of the Holy Spirit. 
A play on words in Latin describes the mystery of God’s foreknowledge and predestining: Noscere cum affectu et 
effectu—“To know with affection and with resultant effect.” Theologians emphasize that the doctrine of 
predestination must be viewed as the Bible always does: a posteriori, after the fact, not a priori, before the fact. It 
does not encourage us to try to look back into eternity to “pick God’s mind” as to why He foreknew and 
predestined us.  

The Bible’s assurance of our having been graciously predestined to be His own comes to us after we know 
His loving call in Jesus Christ—to give us greater comfort and assurance and wonder as it tells us that we were in 
the mind and plan of God already from eternity. Paul’s words here emphasize that from first to last our salvation 
is God’s gracious doing, and Jesus’ redemptive work is at the center of it. 

183. God’s effective call is extended through the Good News of Jesus. The Gospel is not just words; it is 
God’s dynamic Word—power to make things happen in us.  

184. Justified is an example of the Bible’s “prophetic past tense.” Because Christ’s redemptive work as God’s 
atoning sacrifice at the right time in human history was sure and certain, Paul could say that in God’s eternal 
will, those whom He foreknew and predestined and called were already right with God. It is a righteousness 
from God that declares us righteous. And it all revolves around His Son’s acceptance of the consequences of our 
sin on our behalf. 

185. Glorified is another “prophetic past tense”—as sure and certain as if it has already happened. His grace 
in our here and now and His Spirit’s indwelling in us are His guarantees that we will realize that living hope 
when we are fully glorified in and with Christ in His eternal kingdom.  

186. These questions invite testimonies on the part of your group members as you relate Paul’s assuring 
words to your faith and Christian experience. Be ready to lead the way, and they will be encouraged to 
participate. 

Fill-in Answers: Seven things that might seem to threaten our confidence in His love for us: tribulation, 
distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger, sword.  

187. What makes us more than conquerors in such experiences is our relationship with the One who 
suffered on our behalf and won the victory over death and hell for us. It is when we can say with Paul, “It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20) and “I can do all things through [Christ] who 
strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13) that we are led to become more and more what He wants us to be.  

The only thing that can separate a Christian from his Lord is that person himself. The Bible gives too strong 
a warning against apostasy and cites too many examples of apostasy to find false comfort in any idea of “once 
saved, always saved.” Paul warned, “Let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 



 

 
Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2009 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. 

89 

10:12). Awareness of this should lead us to faithful communication with our Lord through diligent use of the 
Word and Sacraments—the Means of Grace—and through prayer. We also should be conscientious in our 
communication with fellow Christians, encouraging their faith and discipleship, admonishing them in the Lord 
when that is needed, and receiving the same encouragement and admonition from them. (See Colossians 3:16.) 


