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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

July 26, 2020 
 

T PREPARATION T 

 

PRELUDE (Fri. service)           "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty"                  arr. R. Coleman 

Andrew Messersmith, violin 
                                                                           

                (Sun. service)           “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”               setting: J. Becker   

                                                  “God is My Strong Salvation”                         arr. G. Martin 

WELCOME  

 

Stand  

HYMN                                         “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”                                      LSB 743 
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5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 

    Thine appeal is vain. 

Sin that once did blind me, 

Get thee far behind me, 

    Come not forth again. 

        Past thy hour, 

        O pride and pow’r; 

Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 

Leave thee now forever. 

 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 

    Jesus, enters in. 

Those who love the Father, 

Though the storms may gather, 

    Still have peace within. 

        Yea, whate’er 

        I here must bear, 

Thou art still my purest pleasure, 

Jesus, priceless treasure! 

INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P Do good, O Lord, to those who hold fast to Your name 

C and to those upright in heart. 
  

P But those who turn aside to their crooked ways, 

C the Lord will lead away with evildoers. 
  

Silence for self-examination 
  

P Let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 

C O Lord, have mercy upon us poor, miserable sinners. We have offended You in 

thought, word, and deed. We have sinned against our neighbor. Spare us, O 

God, who confess our sins to You and who hide not our faults from Your eyes. 

Restore the penitent and forgive us all our sins according to the promise of 

Your mercy revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. As He suffered and died 
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to cover our sins, cover us with His righteousness, and grant us grace that 

today and every day we live upright, sober, and godly lives to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 
  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. Through the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, our Savior, you 

have been made children of God in Baptism and live because of His mercy. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  

P May He who began this good work within you bring it to completion on the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Peace be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

HYMN                         “Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise”                 LSB 946 
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and 

love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have 

commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                 Deuteronomy 7:6–9 
 

The Word is read… 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN                                     “Unshaken as the Sacred Hill” 
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EPISTLE                                                                                                             Romans 8: 28-39 
 

The Word is read… 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 

 

Stand 

VERSE 
 

P Alleluia. I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter what has been hidden since 

the foundation of the world. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13: 44-52 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

The Gospel is read… 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                 “The Price Is Right"                                       Billy Milam 
 

"Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for choice pearls. 

When he discovered a pearl of great value, he sold everything he owned and bought 

it!" Matthew 13:45-46 (NIV) 

            

HYMN                                  “From God Can Nothing Move Me”                           LSB 713 
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5 Praise God with acclamation 

    And in His gifts rejoice. 

Each day finds its vocation 

    Responding to His voice. 

    Soon years on earth are past; 

But time we spend expressing 

The love of God brings blessing 

    That will forever last! 

 

6 Yet even though I suffer 

    The world’s unpleasantness, 

And though the days grow rougher 

    And bring me great distress, 

    That day of bliss divine, 

Which knows no end or measure, 

And Christ, who is my pleasure, 

    Forever shall be mine. 

 

D 7 For thus the Father willed it, 

    Who fashioned us from clay; 

And His own Son fulfilled it 

    And brought eternal day. 

The Spirit now has come, 

    To us true faith has given; 

    He leads us home to heaven. 

O praise the Three in One! 

  

SERMON    

 

HYMN                                      “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”  LSB 577 
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Stand 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Installation of Congregational Officers 
 

Sit 

Those to be installed are presented before the altar. The pastor addresses the congregation: 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, Holy Scripture admonishes us that “all things should be done 

decently and in order.” 
  

 To that end, the constitution and bylaws of this congregation establish various 

offices to which men and women are elected and appointed to serve. In so doing, 

the Church follows the example of the Early Christian Church as described in Acts, 

chapter six: 
  

 The twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that 

we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, 

pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of 

wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer 

and to the ministry of the word.” 
  

 The apostle Peter writes in his first epistle: 
  

 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s 

varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, 

as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything 

God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The pastor addresses the officers-elect: 
 

P You have been chosen to fill specific offices and positions of responsibility at Grace 

Lutheran Church. You are to work with the pastor, that our life together in Christ 

may be orderly and pleasing in His sight. 
  

 You are to see that the services of God’s house are held at the proper times, that 

the Word of God is purely preached and taught according to the Lutheran 

Confessions, that the Sacraments of Christ are administered according to His 

institution, that provision is made for the Christian instruction of young and old, 

that the erring are admonished, and that discipline is maintained. 
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 You are to see that the temporal affairs of the congregation are properly 

administered and that proper support is provided for the workers of this 

congregation. You are to assist in caring for the poor and the sick, in cultivating 

harmony among the members, in promoting the general welfare of the 

congregation, and in furthering the kingdom of Christ here and throughout the 

world. 
  

 While holiness of life and obedience to Christ are expected of all members of the 

congregation, it is especially important that you, as office-bearers in His Church, 

show yourselves, by word and example, to be faithful to Him in service and 

Christian devotion. 
  

 In the presence of God and of this congregation, I therefore ask you: Do you accept 

the office(s) entrusted to you, and do you promise faithfully to carry out your 

duties, trusting in the Lord and conforming yourself to His Word in accordance 

with the faith of the Evangelical Lutheran Church? If so, then answer: I do. 

R I do. 
 

The pastor addresses the congregation: 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, you have heard the promises of faithfulness spoken by these 

men and women whom you have selected to serve as officers of Grace Lutheran 

Church. Do you promise to support them in their work, to remember them in your 

prayers, and to work with them to the best of the abilities that God has given you, 

so that He may be glorified and His work be done in our midst? If so, then answer: 

We do. 

C We do. 
 

The pastor addresses the officers-elect: 
 

P Brothers and sisters in Christ, I install you as officers of Grace Lutheran Church in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  

P The almighty and most merciful God enlighten and strengthen you in your offices 

that you may be good and faithful stewards to the glory of His name and the good 

of His people. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks that You have raised up these servants 

for work among Your people. We humbly implore You to grant them, by Your Holy 

Spirit, those gifts needed for the faithful carrying out of their tasks, most especially 

wisdom, strength, and willing hearts. Let Your blessing rest on this congregation. 

Strengthen the faith, quicken the love, and enkindle the zeal of its members, that 

Your name may be glorified and that here and in all places under heaven the 

kingdom of Your Son may be advanced. We remember with thanksgiving those 

who have faithfully served Your people and have now completed their time of 

service. We pray that in the end of days we, with all Your faithful people, may hear 

the voice of Christ saying: “Come, you who are blessed by My Father; inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world”; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Lord of mercy, hear the prayers of Your people who call upon You in the name of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Almighty God, Your love once created all things and set apart a people of Your 

promise. Grant to us faith that we believe Your Word, heed the call of Your love, 

and find peace in Your gift of salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Blessed Father, Your love is our great treasure and Your kingdom Your gift. Grant 

that we with bold voice make known Your salvation to all the ends of the earth. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful God, You established Your Church and endowed her with Your Word and 

Your Sacraments. Bless all pastors and missionaries as they serve us in Your name 

with Your gifts and grace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A Mighty God, You have set over us leaders who exercise the authority of the state 

for our protection against enemies and for justice against evildoers. Bless our 
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president, the Congress of these United States, and all who make, administer, and 

judge our laws. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Compassionate God, Your Son was wounded for our transgressions, and in His 

wounds are healing and strength. Hear us on behalf of all the sick, those who 

suffer, the grieving, and the dying, [especially . . .]. Grant them all that is needed to 

support them in their hour of need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

A God of grace, You have given to us the gift of work and the privilege of using the 

fruits of our labors for the support of our families and ourselves. Give us a 

generous heart that we give aid to the poor and honor to You with the worship of 

our hearts and the tithes and offerings of our hands. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Blessed Father, Your Son has set His Table before us and offers to us His flesh as 

our food and His blood as our drink. Give us hearts of faith and fill us with 

repentance that what we receive from Him we keep faithfully until that day when 

we join all Your saints to rejoice in Your presence on high. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

Local concerns may be added here. 
  

A Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting 

in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

   C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 
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     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PAX DOMINI 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
  

OFFERTORY                                                                                                                LSB 956 
 

    

 

 

 

 
 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION  
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN                                    “Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers”     
                       

 

 

 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL                                            Deaconess Karen Suter 
 

A Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE (Fri. Service)             “The Trees of the Field”                                   arr. E. Elwell 

Andrew Messersmith, violin 

 

                   (Sun. Service)           “The Heavens are Telling”                      arr. L. Leatherman 
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Pastor:  Rev. Richard Willsea 
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