John 9 International Children’s Bible (ICB)

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been born blind.

His followers asked him, “Teacher,
whose sin caused this man to be born blind—his own sin or his parents’ sin?”
2

Jesus answered, “It is not this man’s sin or his parents’ sin that made him blind. This man was born blind so
that God’s power could be shown in him. 4 While it is daytime, we must continue doing the work of the One
who sent me. The night is coming. And no one can work at night. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.”
3

After Jesus said this, he spit on the ground and made some mud with it. He put the mud on the man’s eyes.
Then he told the man, “Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam.” (Siloam means Sent.) So the man went to the pool.
He washed and came back. And he was able to see.
6
7

Some people had seen this man begging before. They and the man’s neighbors said, “Look! Is this the same
man who always sits and begs?”
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Some said, “Yes! He is the one.” But others said, “No, he’s not the same man. He only looks like him.”

So the man himself said, “I am the man.”
10

They asked, “What happened? How did you get your sight?”

He answered, “The man named Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. Then he told me to go to Siloam
and wash. So I went and washed and came back seeing.”
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They asked him, “Where is this man?”

The man answered, “I don’t know.”

Pharisees Question the Healing
Then the people took to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 The day Jesus had made mud and healed
his eyes was a Sabbath day. 15 So now the Pharisees asked the man, “How did you get your sight?”
13

He answered, “He put mud on my eyes. I washed, and now I can see.”
16

Some of the Pharisees were saying, “This man does not keep the Sabbath day. He is not from God!”

Others said, “But a man who is a sinner can’t do miracles like these.” So they could not agree with each other.
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They asked the man again, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.”

The man answered, “He is a prophet.”
18
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The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and could now see again. So they sent for the man’s parents
and asked them, “Is this your son? You say that he was born blind. Then how does he see now?”

His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and we know that he was born blind. 21 But we don’t
know how he can see now. We don’t know who opened his eyes. Ask him. He is old enough to answer for
20

himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews. The Jews had already decided that anyone
who said that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That is why his parents said, “He is old
enough. Ask him.”
So for the second time, they called the man who had been blind. They said, “You should give God the glory by
telling the truth. We know that this man is a sinner.”
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He answered, “I don’t know if he is a sinner. But one thing I do know. I was blind, and now I can see.”

26

They asked, “What did he do to you? How did he make you see again?”

He answered, “I have already told you that. But you would not listen to me. Why do you want to hear it again?
Do you want to become his followers, too?”
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Then they insulted him and said, “You are his follower. We are followers of Moses. 29 We know that God
spoke to Moses. But we don’t even know where this man comes from!”
28

The man answered, “This is a very strange thing. You don’t know where he comes from, and yet he opened
my eyes. 31 We all know that God does not listen to sinners. But God listens to anyone who worships and obeys
him. 32 Nobody has ever heard of anyone giving sight to a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.”
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They answered, “You were born full of sin! Are you trying to teach us?” And they threw the man out.

Spiritual Blindness
35

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out. So Jesus found him and said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

36

He asked, “Who is the Son of Man, sir? Tell me, so I can believe in him!”

37

Jesus said to him, “You have already seen him. The Son of Man is the one talking with you now.”

38

He said, “Yes, Lord, I believe!” Then the man bowed and worshiped Jesus.

Jesus said, “I came into this world so that the world could be judged. I came so that the blind could see and so
that those who see will become blind.”
39

Some of the Pharisees were near Jesus. When they heard him say this, they asked, “What? Are you saying that
we are blind, too?”
40

Jesus said, “If you were really blind, you would not be guilty of sin. But now that you say you can see, your
guilt remains.”
41

John 9 – Jesus Heals a Blind Man
The story above separates the passage into three sections to help kids understand different parts of the story.
Here are some talking points and things to note when reading this story with your children:






Section 1 – Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind
o At the time of this story, many people thought that the reason people suffered and got sick was
because of a big sin they committed. We know that illnesses and suffering happen simply
because we live in a world full of sin. We can’t assume that God uses suffering to punish us.
Jesus already took our punishment. But He does have a reason for everything! Jesus says here
that God would use this man’s blindness to show how God works to heal physically to heal us
from our sins!
o Jesus used mud to heal the man. What does mud feel like? It can be squishy, slimy, sometimes
cold. Remember, this man was born blind. He couldn’t see anything, so to help the man
understand what was going on, Jesus used something he could feel.
o Everyone was amazed that this man had been healed! They didn’t even think it was the same
person!
Section 2 – Pharisees Question the Healing
o The Pharisees were religious authorities. They were mad that Jesus had healed the man because
he healed him on the Sabbath. The Sabbath day was a day that God set aside for the Jews to rest
after a long week of work, and God’s people weren’t supposed to do any work on this day. The
Pharisees thought that healing was a kind of working.
o Jesus wasn’t breaking one of God’s rules by healing on the Sabbath day. It is always a good
thing to help our neighbors when they are in need!
Section 3 – Spiritual Blindness
o Jesus didn’t only heal the man’s eyes, but he also opened his heart and mind to see that Jesus was
the Son of Man who would save him from sin and death. He heals our spiritual blindness, too,
when he gives us faith through our Baptism and reading the Bible.

Below are links to a couple activities that go along with this story:
Mud playdough with googly eyes: https://www.icanteachmychild.com/jesus-heals-the-blind-man/
Blind man mask craft: https://craftingthewordofgod.com/2013/06/25/blind-man-healed-mask/
Hidden pictures coloring sheet: https://sundayschoolzone.com/activity/jesus-healed-a-man-born-blindhidden-pictures/view/
Word tiles game: https://sundayschoolzone.com/activity/jesus-healed-a-man-born-blind-word-tilesactivity/
Additional printable activities: https://sundayschoolzone.com/bible-story/jesus-healed-a-man-bornblind/

